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Thoughts on the future glory of the | {poiled them, and rob thofe that 
Fewifh Nation robbed them, faith the Lord God. 
(Continued from p. 127- And it fhall come to pafs in that 
N the xxxviii and xxxixth, | day, that I will give unto Gog a 
chapters of Ezekiel, is fore- place there of graves in Ifrael, 
told a formidable invafion of the | the valley of the paflengers on the 
Jews by the army of Gog, and the ealt of the fea 3 and it fhall {top 
overthrow of that army. his | the nofes of the paffengers : and 
great hoft is * in the Jatter days,” there they fhall bury Gog, and all 
to “come into the land that is | his multitude; and they fhall call 
brought back from the fword, and it, The valley of Hamon-gog. 
is gathered out of many people, | And fevea months fhall the houfe 
againft the mountains of Ifrael | of Ifrael be burying of them, that 
which have been always wafte.’”? | they may cleanfe the land.” The 
The arrival of this hott is com- deftruction of Gog, or of the en- 
pared to a cloud which covers the | Cmies of Ifrael, here deicribed, iS 
land.* The deftruétion of the | a great deftrudtion. It follows a 
army of Gog, iS particularly de- formidable affauls made upon the 
fcribed in chapt. xxxix. g—12. | Jews, at fome period which fuc- 
« And they that dwell in the cities | ceeds their return to their own 
of Ifrael fhall go forth, and fhall | land. The oppofition which they 
fet on fire and burn the weapons, endured from the Samaritans, and 
both the thields are the bucklers, | the few that were leagued with 
ihe bows and the arrows, and the | them, in the time of rebuilding 
hand-itavcs, and the fpears, and | their city under the Perfian mon- 
they fhall bura them with fire feven | archs, fails very far below the in- 
years ; fo that they fhall take no | vafion here predicted. Some have 
wood out of the field, neither cut | fuppofed that this prophecy was 
down any out of the forefts: for | fulfilled, in the perfecution and 
they fhall burn the weapons with | flaughter of the Jews by Antioch- 
‘ire; and they thall {poil thofe that | us Epiphanes, king of Syria, which 
a began about 170 years before 
, Chap. xxxvul 8, 9, 16. Chrift, and io the defeat of the 
Vou ‘hie No. 5: W 
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162 Thoughts on the future glory [Nov. 


Syrians by the Maccabees a few 
years after. The fufferings of the 
Jews were indeed very great at 
that time, and their deliverance 
highly proclaimed the power and 
grace of Jehovah. But though 
this prophecy may include the in- 
vafion under Antiochus, and the 
defeat of the Syrians ; it Is to re- 
ceive a full accomplifhment. ‘The 


Syrian army was not fo numerous | 


as the army of Gog ; nor was the 
overthrow of the former fo com- 
pleat as to anfwer to the defcrip- 
tion of the overthrow of the lat- 
ter. Befides, the army of Gog 
is reprefented as coming againft 
the mountains of Ifracl, which 
have becn always wafle ‘Thefe 
words imply an invafion of the 
Jews in their own land, fubfequent 
toa period in which it had /ong 
been defolate. The period be- 
tween the deftruGion of Jerufalem 
and the Temple, in the reign of 
Zedekiah, and the return of the 
Jews under Cyrus, was but about 
fifty years. Since the Roman con- 
queft, more than 1700 years have 
clapfed. It is much more natural 
to apply the words always wajfle to 
the defolation which has followed 
this, than to the one which follow- 


ed the deftru€iion of the Jewih | 


city and temple bythe Babylonians. 

It is further to be obferved, that 
Gog is to come up againft the land 
of Ifrael in the latter days.* The 
phrafe the latter days, or the laft 
days, in the fcriptures, is, in al- 
molt every inftance, as has been 
before obferved, to be applied to 
the time of the New Teftament 
difpenfation in general, or to fome 
period of it.; Since Gog is to 
come up again{t the Jews at a time 
which is fubfequent to their in- 





* Chapt. xxxviii. 16, 

+ Waiah ii. 2, Micah iv. 1. Acts 
ui. 17. +X Tim. iv. i. 2 ‘tim. it, 1, 
Heb. 1.2, 2 Pet. iii. 3. 


gathering, it follows, from the 
date of the invafion, that they are 
again to return to their ewn land. 
It alfo appears that the invafion 
of the Jews by the army of Gog, 
is the laft invafion which they are 
to endure, and that after the over- 
throw of this enemy, they are to 
remain in a ftate of aninterrupted 
prof{perity—chap. xxxix. ver. 21, 
22. “ And I will fet my glory a- 
mong the Heathen, and all the 
Heathen fhall fee my judgment 
that I have executed, and my hand 
that L have laid upon them. So 
the houfe of Ifrael thall know that 
Lam the Lord their God, from 


| that day and forward.” By the 


deftruction of the army of Gog, 
the houfe of Ifrael are to know 





| that Jehovah istheir God. They 
| are to know this from that day 
and forward; implying that the 
Jews are no more to be given up 
into the hands of their enemies. 
After the promife of their full in- 
gathering, mentioned in verfe 28, 
already cited, the chapter clofes 
| with the gracious words, “ Nei- 
| ther will 1 hide my face any more 
| from them : for I have poured out 
| my fpirit upon the houfe of Ifrael, 
faith the Lord God.”? The time 
in which the Lord will not hide 
| his face from the houfe of Ifrael 
any more, isnot yetcome. ‘They 
now feel the tokens of his wrath. 

The army of Gog feems to be 
a part of the army, which is to be 
gathered to the battle of the great 
day of God Almighty,* which 
precedes the pouring out of the 
feventh vial ; when the anti-chrif- 
tian powers are to be deftroyed, 
‘and the latter day glory of the 
| church is to commence.t A- 
mong the events of the higheft im- 











* Rev. xvi. 14. 
+ Compare Ezekiel xxxix. 17) 18, 
with Rev. Ix. 17) 18. 
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portance which are to ufher in this 
day, are the return of the Jews | 
to their own land, and the de- 

ftruétion of the army which fhall 

come up againft them. In effzct- 

ing thefe, the Lord “ will mag- 

nify himfelf, and fandtify himfelr ; 

and will be known ia the eyes of 
many nations.” 

That the Jews are again to in- 
habit the land of Paleftine, may 
be argued from feveral other paffa- 
ges inthe Old Teftament. I will 
mention but two more. The firlt 
of thefe is recorded ia Amos ix. 
14, 5. “ And I will bring again 
the captivity of my people Ifrael, | 
and they fhall build the waite cities, 





and inhabit them ; and they fhall | 
plant vineyards, and drink the | 
wine thereof ; they fhall alfo make | 
gardens, and eat the fruit of them. 
And I will plant them upon their 
land, andthey fhall no more be 


pulled up out of their land which | 


{ have given them faith the Lord 
thy God.” The other paffage is | 


found in Zechariah xiv. g, 10, 11. | 
| 
{ 


«“ And the Lord fhall be King o- 


ver all the earth: in that day there 
fhall be one Lord, and his name | 


one. All the land fhall be turned 
as a plain from Geba to Rimmon 
fouth of Jerufalem : and it fhall 
be lifted up, and inhabited in her 
place, from Benjamin’s gate unto 
the place of the firft gate, unto 
the corner-gate, and from the tow- 
er of Hananeel unto the king’s 
wine-prefles. And men fhall dwell 
init, and there fhall be no more 
utter deftruction ; but Jerufalem 
fhall be fafely inhabited.” It is 
fuppofed that it will be unneceffary 
to go into particular obfervations 
on the texts laft quoted, after what 
has been remarked on thofe taken 
from the prophecy of Ezekiel. It 
is plain from the words of Amos, 
that there is tobe a return of the 
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Jews totheir land, when they are 





no more tobe removed from it.— 
It is hikewife obvious from the pre- 
diction of Zechariah, that ina pe- 
riod yet future, when Jehovah 
fhall be acknowledged as King by 
all the inhabitants of the earth, Je- 
rufalem is to be inhabited by the 
Jews without being any more de- 
ttroyed, and that they are to dwell 
in it in fafety. 

The reader is now requefted to 
attend to the words of Jefus Chrift, 
in Luke xxi. 24. ‘ And they 
fhall fall by the edge of the fword, 
and fhail be led away captive into 
all nations : and Jerufalem hall 
be trodden down of the Gentiles, 
until the times of the Gentiles be 
fulfiled.”” In this text there are 
four things prediéted concerning 
the Jews ; 1. ‘Vhat they fhall fall 
by the edgeof the fword.—2. That 
they fhall be led away captive into 
all nations —3. That Jerufalem 
fhall be trodden down of the Gen- 


| tiles—4. Thatthe Jews and the 


jand fhail continue in this ftate, un- 
til the times of the Gentiles be 
fulfilled. The three firft of thefe 
prophecies have been fulfilled, in 
the flaughter and captivity of the 
Jews bythe Romans, and in the 
low and deprefled {tate of the land 
of Paleftine ; which, after pafling 
from one conqueror to another, is 
now under the dominion of the 
Turks. ‘Thefe three prophecies 
have been fulfilled literally. It is 
therefore natural to expect that the 
fourth, or laft prophecy, will have 
a literal accomplifhment. The 
enquiry now is, how we are to in- 
terpret the laft claufe of the text 
under confideration, unti/ the times 
of the Gentiles be fulfilled. On 
this we may remark, 1. That 
whenthetimes of the Gentiles fhall 
be fulfilled, the ftate of the Jews 
will be reverfed, or be oppofite to 
what it was whillt the times of the 
Gentiles, continued. Hence it fol- 
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lows, 2. That by the times of the 
Gentiles being fulfilled, muft be 
meant, the clofing of the period in 
which the Gentiles have domsaion 
over the land which contains the 
Jiteral Jerufalem ; and that then 
the Jews will be delivered from 
flaughter, will be ingathered from 
among the nations, will return to 
the land of Paleftine, and will con- 
tinue to inhabit and poffefs it as 


their inheritance, from the day of 


their return to the end of time. 
This fenfe agrees with the literal 
Interpretation which providence 
hath given to the three foregoing 
prophecies ; and is the only one 
‘which carries in it a complete re- 
verfal of the prefent flate of the 
Jews and their land. If this re- 
verfal be not admitted, I do not 
fee any way in which this prophe- 
cy can be interpreted, in a literal 
{enfe. 

The rian nation, in general, 
lave anardent defire to retun to 
the land of Paleftine, and will, 
therefore, be difpofed readily to 
embrace any favorable opportunity 
to return, which pre foot. 
Ais the Jews are arich commercial 
people, and as their property is al- 
mof{t wholly of the perfonal kind, 
they are at al] times peperne to go 
back to the land which was given 
to their fathers. It is not difficult 
to conceive, that among the ambt- 
tious{chemesof the Gentile nations, 


may 


it may be for the felfith intereft of 


fome one, or more, to deliver Pa- 
leftine into their hands ; and that 
on their entrance, a numerous ar- 
my maybe affembled to pillage and 
Jubjugate them. Means may be 
vied in the reftoration of the Jews 
of which we have now no concep- 
tion. Jt isnot the defion of theau- 
thor of the prophecies, to sive to 
men beforehand, a very clear knowl- 
edge of the means by which the 


events prediGed ar - to take place. 


Thoughts onthe future glory, Sc. 
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The return of the Jews to the 
ancient Canaan does not imply the 
reftoration of the Mofaic economy. 
If it implied this, it would follow, 
either that the Mefhiah hath not ap- 
peared, or thata wrong interpre- 
tation has been piven to the proph- 
ecies which hold up the future ref- 
toration of Ifrael. The Jews may 
expeét the renewal, and continu- 
ance, of their ancient Temple wor- 
fhip in all its parts, when returning 
to their land, but after the violent 


| affault fromthe army of Gog is 


orer, they with the fulnefs of Ps 
Gentiles, will be brought into the 


| fame fold, and be united in Jefus 


of Nazareth astheir common Shep- 
herd. Then the believing Jews 
and the believing Gentiles will 
clearly fee the harmony of the 
Jewifh and Chriftian difpenfations ; 
and that the church into which all 
the nations are to oe is * built 
upon the foundation of the apoftles 
and provhets, Jefus Chrift himfe'f 
being the chief corner-flone.” 
What holy joy will fill the hearts 
of God’s people, whether Jews or 
Gentiles, wh nthey unite in the 
covenant made with Abraham,” 
and jointly “ partake of the root 
and fatnefs of the clive-tree !” 
We, Gentiles, who profefs 

receive the Meffiah, have much 
guilt lying upon us, for eur con- 
duct towards God’s ancient cove- 
nant people. We have thrown 
many ftumbling blocks in the way 
of their converfion to chriftianity. 
I can never forget the converfation 
which 1 had with an intelligent 
Jew, fome years fince. After he 
had pone into a confiderable detail 
of the fuflerings of his nation, in 
the courfe of the prefent captivity, 
he faid, “ If you who call your- 
{elves Chriflians have the benevo- 
lence which your Mefliah profeff- 
ed, do not torture us with courts 
of Inquifition, nor wound us by 
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contemptuous behaviow. Treat | be not our heaft’s defire and prayer 
us a3 fellow-men, and fellow-citi- | to God, that they may be heed. 


re cet You Americans have open- 
a door for fuch friendly inter- 
cou ourfe b between Jews and Gentiles, 
as had not been known fince our 
capital. We hope that your ex- 
am] = may influence other nations 
alter their conduét towards us. 
We afk you to hear our objefions 
scainit chriftianity with patience 
and candor. You acknowledge, 
with us, the divine authority “of 
the lawandthe prophets. You in- 





i 


rpret many partsof both in a very | 
° . ‘i i 
different manner from our Rabbies. | 


You cannot think it ftrange that we 
are more difpofed to liflen to them 
‘han to the teachers of Chriftianity. 
We have met with many things 
tending to prejudice us agamft this 
religion. By kind treatment from 
its profeffors, we may be led to 
examine it more impartially than 
have done. Who knows, but 
that by free conference, the God 
f Abraham may open our 


we 
™~ 


“W 


eves, 
ate in an error, and incline 


e Jefus of Nazareth, 


“to embrac 


$ a 

he Mefhah : 

T oot ¢] 454-5 ] —f Che ft re 

a,0C the Guciples on Qruit Fre- 
’ 


member, that “* to the Hraelites 
the adoption, and the 
d the covenants, and the 
ewing of the law, and the fervicc 
f God, and the promifes ; whofe 

the fathers, and of whom, as 
concerning the flefh, Chrift came, 


® ’ 
rrarnet)y 
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who is over all, God _ bleffed for- 
elie rr ? ? oe aes: 
cver. bho’ the wrath is came 


vpan the Jews to the uttermofi, 
for killing the Lord Jefus, and 
their own prop hhets, and for 28 e- 
cuting the Chriflians in the 


aces, “they are, 


ear ly 
as touc hing the 


ection, beloved for t! 1 Catered? 
Jakes.’ We mutt be {transers to 
the exercifes of holy love, if we 


’ | 
co not Io On 


the Hraclites 
palion, and if it 


Ok ny 
with tender com 





The predictions and promifes 
which refpect the future glory of 
the Jewith nation, muft animate 
the hearts of the followers of the 
Son of God. As they attend to 
the gracious defignsof the Redeem- 

er towards that ps ople, they muft 
Jook forward with a pious ardor to 
the day when the Lord wi! 


wil “make 
Jerufalem a praife in the earth. 
_ hen the 


e Lord will be her ever- 
Jafting 7 andthe dys of her 
mourning fhall be ended. Her 
people alto : Hobe all os, erg ; 
and they fhall inherit ¢] Weed for- 
ever.— The Lord wil! in 
his time.”’ 


hal len it 


BENEVOLUS 


———— - + 


For THE Connecticut EVANe 
GELICAL MAGAZINE. 


Mese’rs Epitrors, 

I FIND many agrceab! 
in your Magazin 
fefs T have not been able to read it 
with all the complacency I antict- 
pated. T expected fee in it, 
flated and ably defended, the ef- 
{. ninal duokt fuch 
as the doftrine of the Trinity, the 
divinity of Chrilt, original fin, the 
depravity of human nature, the 

cefity of regeneration, &c. 
which doétrines are objected a- 
eainft and demed by too many 
the prefent day. You will greatly 
clude, 


con- 


e thy 
THINGS 


s tho’? 1 muftcon- 


to 


rines of {crirture, 


miftake me, if you hence con 
that what I now fend you, 
cerning the divinity of c hrift, 

by me ‘reek oned an pre defence a 
that truth ; but itis the beft I was 
able to exhibit, and if you fhould 
fee fit to infert it or any part of it 
in the Magazine, 1 am content, 
and if not I am content, if the 
public may be favored with a bet- 
ter one. 
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On the Divinity of Curist. 
RIUS and Socinus, and 
many of their difciples even 
at this day, do in effect renew the 
ttack which Esion and Cerin- 
tHus of old made againft the 
truth of the real and proper divin- 
ity of Chrift. This doétrine ap- 
pears to me fo fundamental a truth 
in Chriftianity, that if it be fet a- 
fide and given up, I can fee no 
good foundation for the Chriftian 
Church, or indeed for the Chrif- 
tian hope of falvation ; for if he 
be but 2 mere man, a mere crea- 
ture, though of the moft exalted 
and excellent erder and capacities 
conceivable, yet all his obedience 
mu{t be duc to him who is the au- 
thor of it all ; and fo nothing 
which Chrift did or fuffered can, 
as I fee, be of any avail to the fal- 
vation of finners. There are fome 
who interpret fome fcripture ex- 
prefions, afcribing to Chrift his 
knowledge, power, &c. to mean 
that God communicated them to 
him as a creature of a moft dignifi- 
ed and exalted order and capacity. 
But (with humility be it fpoken) 
God could not lend or impart to 
him, if a creature, his eternity, 
omnipotence, omnifcience, &c.— 
‘There are many fecripture expref- 
fions of and concerning Chrift, ia 
his mediatorial charaéter, which 
are to be underftood in that re- 
ftriéted fenfe and view, and are not 
to be confidered as {fpoken of him 
in his higheft charaéter or divine 
nature ; confounding of which is 
one great caufe of that fundamen- 
tal miftake. 

In confidering of the divinity of 
Chrift, there are two things, I 
think, ought to prevail in our 
minds. One is, that it isa great 
defign of {cripture revelation, both 
inthe old and new teltament, to 
bring perfons off from idolatry to 
the acknowledgment and worthip 





of the only true and living God. 
Who can read, with any due at. 
tention, the old teftament, bu: 
muft fee that it was the great de- 
fign of the commandments, warn- 
ings, reprehenfions and counfels 
therein given to God’s people that, 
forfaking all idolatry, they fhould 
acknowledge and worfhip Jehovah 
only as their God? Who can, 
with any due attention, read the 
new teftament, but muft fee that a 
great and main defign of it was to 
recover perfons from the acknow- 
ledgement and worfhip of dumb 
idols, and to bring them to ac- 
knowledge, worfhip and love the 
only living and true God ? 

The other thing which [ think 
ought to have a prevailing influence 
upon our minds, while attending 
to this fubjeét, is that we and 
mankind, to whom the {criptures 
are granted, will unavoidably be 
led into the groffeft idolatry, if 
Chrift be not truly, really and 
properly God ; forafmuch as there- 
in fuch titles, attributes, works 
and worfhip are afcribed to him as 
can be due only to God. That 
God is the only adequate and {uit- 
able object of religious worfhip, 
muft be acknowledged by all, who 
profefs to believe natural or reveal- 
ed religion. But as the divinity 
of Chrift is a truth {pecially of di- 
vine revelation, it will be incum- 
bent on me to mention proof of it 
from {cripture. 

In John v. 23, we are exprefsly 
affured by our Saviour, that all 
men fhould honor the Son even as 
they honor the Father. And what 
lefs than divine honor, religious 
worfhip and obedience can be tho’t 
due to the Father? and according 
to this text, what lefs can be due 
to Chrift ? Baptizing in his name 
as well as that of the Father and 
the Holy Ghoft, Matthew xxvu- 
19, mult be an act of religious 
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worfhip afcribed to him. St. Paul 
prayed to him, (whofe words are 
commonly ufed in public bleflings) 
2 Corinthians xiii. 14. ‘* The 
grace of the Lord Jefus Chrift, and 
the love of God, and the com- 
munion of the Holy Ghoft, be 
with youall. Amen.” And how 
often do we find, in the epiftles, 
that expreffion, “ The grace of 
our Lord Jefus Chrift be with you ; 
—be with thy fpirit, &c.”” Thom- 
asreligioufly worfhipped him, when 
he faid, John xx. 28. ‘ My 


Lord and my God ;” and Chrift | 


received that worfhip without chi- 
ding him in the leaft for it. 
martyr Stephen, with his dying 
breath, worfhipped him, when he 
faid, Aéts vii. 59. ‘* Lord Jefus, 
receive my fpirit.”” And how of- 
ten in the epiftles, and among the 
primitive Chriftians, is mention 
made of calling on the name of Je- 
fus Chrift, both their Lord and 
ours ? Now, would not this be 
srofs idolatry, if Chrift were not 
truly and effentially God ? 

The title JEnovau is not tobe 
attributed to any creature ; it is to 
be afcribed to Ged only. Pfalm 
ixxxii. 18. “ That men may 
know that thou, whofe name alone 
is Jenovan, art the Moft High 
over all the earth.” Indeed we 
find, Judges vi. 24, that ‘ Gid- 
eon built an altar there unto the 
Lord, and called it Jehovah-Sha- 
lom.”” But we cannot confiftentl 
fuppofe that the altar itfelf was Je- 
hovah-Shalom, but that it was 
built tothe honorof him who wasac- 
knowledgedto be Jehovah-Shalom. 
Now we often find that title (in- 
communicable to any creature) ap- 
plied to Chrift. Inftead of men- 
tioning the many particular places 
where it is fo,it mutt fuffice to men- 
tion that in Jeremiah xxiii. 6. 
“And this is his name whereby 
he fhall be called, ‘us Lorn our 


On the Divinity of Chrift. 





| 
| made that was made 3” 


The | 


| 
' 
| 
| 


' 
| 
| 
| 
} 
| 





167 


RicuTeousness;” and Hebrews 
i. 10. ** And thou, Lord, in the 
beginning haft laid the foundation 
of the earth ; and the heavens 
are the works of thine hands.’? 
That the title Jehovah is there, by 
the apoftle, applied to Chrift, is 
very evident from what he fays in 
the two next foregoing verfes, in 
whieh he afcribes to Chrift works 
wrought and done by him which 
are poflible to God only to effect. 
In John i. 3. we read, “ All 
things were made by him; and 
without him was not any thing 
not made 
by him as an inftrument, but as an 
agent. .What fhorc of Almighty 
power could create out of nothing 
the heavens, earth and fea and all 
things therein ? And can we fup- 
pofe that God would impart Al- 
mighty power to any creature ? 
What the apoftle fays, Coloffians i. 
16, 17, concerning Chrift, takes 
away that and all fuch like cavils, 
again{t the divine nature or real di- 
vinity of Chrift: “ For by him 
were all things created, that are 
in heaven, and that are in earth, 
vifible and invifible, whether they 
be thrones, or dominions, or prin- 
cipalities, or powers: all things 
were created by him and for him : 
And he is before all things, and 
by him all things confift.” In- 
deed in the verfe before, he is faid 
to be, “ the image of the invifible 
God, the firft born of every crea- 
ture.” By what the Apollile im- 
mediately fubjoins, he would not 
have us think as tho’ Chrilt was a 
mere creature when he fays, he 
was the firft born of every crea- 
ture ; but that he is the efficient 
origin of ail created exiftence.— 
He can be no creature who is be- 
fore all things ;—he is no creature 
by whom all things were made, 
vifible and invifible. Afk why we 
believe the exiftence of God ? 
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Shall we not fay, that the works | 


of creation and providence witnefs 
to the certainty of it ? And have 
we not the like evidence of the di- 
vinity of Chrit, “* who hath made 
all things, and by whom all things 
do confift?? In fcripture, diviae 
attributes, proper to God only, are 
aferibed to Chrift. He ts ftiled, 
Jude 25, ‘The cnly wife God.” 
It is the prerogative of God only 
to fearch and infallibly to know.the 
heart. Jeremtah xvi. 10. This is 
afcribed to Chrift, John xxi 17. 
* Lord, thou knowelt all things : 
thou knowelt that I love thee.’’ 
He teitifieth from heaven, con- 
cerning himfelf, Revelation u. 23. 
* [am he which fearcheth the 


i 
| 





reins and hearts.””?’ Who but an} 
omnitcient God knowethall things ; | 


{earchet’. the heart, and wail final- | 


Jy judge the world and every thing | 


molt fecret and retured from human 
and all created knowledee and 
view ? Who but he that is almighty 
in power can raife the dead, com- 
pel all the nations of mea (as weil 
as the devils) to appear before his 


exalted throne of judgment ; aad 


oblige all, both high and low, to 


abide the decilion or the flalt judge 


ment, and to take up their ever- | 


lafting abodes in the other world, 
according to the fenicace he will 
then pronounce ? He will then ap- 
pear to be the mighty God him- 
felf, who, we are told in the Soth 
Pfalm, will judge the world. 

I might inftance ia other divine 
perfections and attributes afcribed 
to Clift. Indeed if there be any 


one, there mutt be all the divine | 


perfections and infinite attributes 
in iim. The beloved 
faith, 1 Johnv. 7. “1 
three that bear record im heaven, 
the Mather, the Word, and the 
Holv Ghoit ; and thefz three are 
It will not do for us or 
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we are aflured there are three; 
not three and one in the fame fenfe, 
Reafon and revelation affure us, 


| that therecan be batt one true God ; 


but in this one God are three per- 
fons, exprefsly named to us, the 
Father, the Word, and the Holy 
Ghoft. Now ifthe Word (mean- 
ing Chrift) and the Holy Ghott 
be not the fame in eflence with the 
Tather, how can they be faid to 
be one ; meaning not only that 
they are one in will and confent, 
but in eflence ;—one, as our Say- 
iour faid, John x. 30. ‘TI and 
my Father are one.” All the per- 
fons jointly harmonize as one ia 
the work of man’s redemption, 
neverthelefs they all have their par- 
ticular offices in it. 

As to the divinity of Chriff, Ict 
us hear and regard his glorious tef- 
timony from heaven concerning 
himfelf, Revelation i. 8. “1 am 
Alpha and Omega, the beginning 
and the ending, faith the Lord, 
which is, and which was, and 
which is to come, the Almighty.” 
This is the Saviour revealed and 
offered to thee, O finner, in the 
gofpel ; but defpifed and rejected 
by thee, and how great is thy fin 
and danger in fo doing ! O believ- 
ing Chriftian, tuis is that Saviour 
in whom thou believeft, and to 
whom thou doft commit thyfelt 
in the way of gofpel faith and obe- 
dience ; and how great is thy fafe- 
ty and happinefs in fo doing! To 
this only wife God, our Saviour, 
be glory and majefty, dominios 
and power, both now and ever. 
Amtn. 
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the nature, defign, and different 
kinds of prayer: confider when 
and in what refpeéts prayer may 
be faid to be anfwered : and con- 
fult the fcripture accounts of an- 
{wers to prayer. 

I. Weare to take a view of the 
nature, defign, and different kinds 
of prayer. 

In general this important duty 
and privilege is well defined by 
the Weftminfter Divines ; “ Pray- 





er, fay they, is the offering up of 
our defires toGod forthings agreea- 
ble to his will, in the name of 
Chrift, with confeflion of our 
fins, and thankful acknowledg- 
ment of his mercies.”? This defi- 
nition would appear to be agreea- 
ble to the f{cripture reprefentations 
of prayer by an induétion of many 
particular paflages were it needful. 
Tt is, ina great meafure fupported | 
by the words of the Apoftle to | 
Timothy, « Tim.it. 1. “ IT ex- 
hort therefore, that firft of all, 
fupplications, prayers, interceffi- 
ons, and giving of thanks be 
made for all men.” ‘To this may 
be added, thofe paffages of holy 
Pe which reprefent the con- 

jion of fin asa part of prayer, 
and thofe which teach us to pray 
in the name of Chrift. 

An important diftinéion how- 
ever, remains to be noted between 
the prayers of the Godly, and the 
ingodly ; or thofe prayers in | 

which the difpofition of the heart 
is really exprefled in proper ad- | 
dveffes to God, and thofe in which 
there is only the fervice of the | 

ps, or if the heart be at all con- 
cerned, it is for wrong and im- 
proper ends ; for the gratification 
of fome luft, and not for the glo- 
ry of God ; as in the cafe men- 
tioned, James iv. 3. “ Ye afkand | 
receive not, becaufe ye afk ainifs, 
confume it on your lufts.’— 

he latt is by no means, the pray- 
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ee 


er required in the holy fcriptures, 
and to which the gofpel promifes 
are made. 

It is further to be obferved, that 
in treating of anfwers to prayer, 
we have only to confider that part 
of prayer which confifts in peti- 
tion, fupplication, and interceffion ; 
in other words feeking from. God 
a favor or blefling on ourfelves or 
others. All acceptable prayer is 
the expreflion of true and genuine 
piety ; it is an appeal to God as 
the fearcher of hearts. An ap- 


plication to him as the independ- 


ent, all-powerful proprietor of all 
things, the difpofer of all events, 
and the bountiful giver of every 
bleffing. It implies that fpirit of 
true piety, which, as it refpects 
the divine character and govern- 
ment, is reverential love and cor- 
dial fubmiflion ; in reference to 
our own guilty character it is re- 
pentance and humility ; as it re- 
{pects Chrift and the gofpel it is di- 
vine faith, and is involved and ex- 
preffed in all truly gracious exer- 
cifes both towards God and man. 
The fubjeét matter of prayer, 
as it refpeéts the prefent queftion, 
is two fold ; that in which we afk 
for things agreeable to the revealed 
will of God, and which, for that 
reafon we know to be beft on the 
whole : as that God will glorify 
his own great name—that he will 
caufe the Redeemer to fee of the 
travail of his foul till he is fatisfi- 
ed—yive him the Heathen for his 


| inheritance and accomplifh his 


gracious promifes in favor of his 
church. Thefe, in conneétion with 
many other particulars which might 


be mentioned, are declared, in the 
‘holy fcriptures, to be the will 
| of God, and are therefore known 
ito be belt on the whole. For 


thefe we ought to pray without 
condition, or uncertainty, with a 
heart truly deyeted to Cod, and 
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refling with unwavering faith, on 
the gracious promifes for the be- 
ftowment of the pood afked. 

2. Some things are the proper 
fubje@s of prayer, which are not 
contained in any divine promile. 
Such are all events, which, in our 
view, are cood and defirable in 
themfelves, and fo far as we can 
difcover, may be for the general 
intere{t, or belt on the whole, and 
fo are not, apparenily, contrary to 
the revealed will of 
arceable to it. Armong which are, 
a compctcncy for the be dy and the 
prefent life ;—a healthy body, and 
found mind ;—the temporal prof- 
perity of the rations of men ;— 
the immeciate revival and progrefs 
of true religion, and numberlefs 
particular events of daily concern 
to individuals, families, nations, 
andthe church of God. 

Thefe arc, indeed, the proper 
fubjects of prayer, but of that on- 
ly sobbed is conditional, or in which 
we afk for them only on condition 
that it be the will ef God to be- 
{tow them as being, in his all per- 
fect view, forthe general good, or 
beit onthe whole. 

in prayers of this kind, the true 
Chriftian exprefics his fenfe of the 
worth and value of the divine glo- 
ie and the good of his kingdom ; 

his defire that it may be promo- 
wi s—his view of the particular 
event whichis the fubje& of pray- 
er as being good and detirable in it- 
feif, and, as far as he can difcov- 


cr, coincident with the general 
ee ee — : 
good ;—his fen‘e of the univerfal- 


ity of divine government, or tha 
all cvents depend on th 
God, and his well-plea 
divine fupremacy and fubmifhon to 
‘\nd he prefers his requeft to 
the God of all grace, that he 
will accomplifh that which is befi 
on the whole, and that the even 
under confideration if confi 
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with this, may take place, but not 
otherwife. 

Such mult be the prayer of a 
heart truly devoted to God and his 
kingdom, and fubmiflive to his 
will. In this hight we are to con- 
fider the prayer of our bleffed Re- 
deemer, in the time of his extreme 
agony, the night before his cruci- 
fixion, **Omy Father, if it be 
poflible, let this cup pafs from me, 
Neverthelefs not as I will but as 
thou wilt ;”’* and “If this cup 
may not pafs away from me cx- 
cept | drink it, thy will be done.” 

it is not the defign of prayer, 
y inftance, either to inform 
the Divine Being of what he knew 
not, or induce him to change his 
mind, and beftow favors contrary 
to his previous intention. All ac- 
ceptable prayer flows fron: a heart 
confcious of the immutability and 
omniicience of God ;—that his 
counfel! fhall fland and he will do 

all his pleafure : and a heart prop- 
erly difpofed to prayer is far from 
withi ing itto be otherwife. But it 
is the “defign of prayer to exprefs 
a becoming fenfe of the divine per- 
fections, of our own dependence, 
and that of the whole creation, on 
the all-powerful, good pi: 
God—that we love to have it fo— 
that we are unworthy of his favor, 
and can hope or with for it only 
through the Divine Mediator— 
that we are fenfible of our wants 
and are well pleafed with his gra- 
cious command to afk that we may 
receive,and accept it with the moft 
grateful humility ; as being the in- 
{titution of divine wifdem and 
mercy, conneéing the means with 
the end in this. as in other branch- 
es of his wife adminiftration, fo that 
a confcioufnefs of the omnifcience 
and immutability cf God, is fo far 
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in its addreffes to the throne of 
grace, that its influence is directly 
the reverfe. ‘Lhe mind retts on 
the immutable purpofe of God for 
the accompliith ment of thofe events 
which he hath promifed, as con- 
nected with the appointed means, 
and of which he hath faid, “I 
will yet tor this be enquired of by 
the houfe of Hracl to do it for 
them.”* Indeed there is no dif- 
ficulry in this fubje&t but what is 
common to the ule of means in 
any cafe for the accomplihment ot 
an end, or indeed to the idea of a 
dependent agent. 

Having been thus particular on 
the firit branch of our fubject, the 
other may be treated with more 
brevity. 

Ii. We are, now, to confider 
when and in wie refpects — 
may be faid to be anfwered, and 
take a view of the fcripture repre- 
fertation of anfwers te prayer. 

In general, prayer may be faid 
to be anfwered when the good afix- 
ed isobrained. ‘l’o this however, 
there are exceptions. Particular, 
and temporal enjoyments are fome- 
times given to wicked men when 
they defire and afk for them, to 
confume themon their lufts. “Lhis 
was the cafe with Ifrael in the wil- 
lernefs. They tufted for flefh, 
iid God gave it in wrath, but 
jent leannefs into their foul,+ and 
‘isis, no doubt, often the cafe 
that particular enjoyments which 
wicked men defire and afk for, are 
given in judgment. But when 
God pracioufly beftows blefhngs in 
anfwer to prayer—it is the prayer 
ot the humble—of the penitent be- 
lever, It muft be remembered 
that fuch prayer has for its chief, 

imate objeét, the good of the 





* Ezckiel xxxvi. 37. 
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fyftem ; and the particular favors 
in conditional prayer, are fou ight 
in fubmiffion to the divine will and 
fubordination to the general good. 
If fuch pa articul: are be- 
{towed tt ts an ps Bi of divine 
good will; if they a it is 
becaufe that denial is belt on the 
whole, and will therefore ultimate- 
ly promote the good of the fub- 
ject 5 fo that ia fome fenfe, every 
prayer which i is the expreflion oi 
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ed. 
Such was the cafe of 
er of the divine ‘oe $ referred to 
‘Lhe author of the epiftle 
to the Hlebrews is king of Chriif 
Jefus, and referring 
expretics himfelt 
e the d 


ad olen 


that pray- 


to this prayers 
be Who, 
when he 
and fuppli- 


crying and 


thus. 
ays — his wey 
up prayers 
cations \Sy with f ‘Gh 
tears, to him who was able ‘toiee 
him from death, and was heard 
in that he feared.* 
From this pafiaye it is extremely 
evident that in {cripture fenfe, thar 
is, in the true and proper fenfe, 
the prayer of our blefled Savious 
was heard, thatis, anfwered, tho 
that cup, did not pafs from him, 
but he drank it. 
If we look into the Wri- 
tings on this fubj & we fhall find 


that God hears the prayer of the 


+ 
facred 


-humbie, the prayer of faith, and 


is nigh to all who cail on him, to 
all who call on rer i truth>— 
that ** whofoever fhall call on the 
name of the Lord thall be faved’’} 
that “he who afketh receiveth ; 
he who feeketh findeth, and to 
him who knocketh it fhall be open- 
ed.”’|} Thefe prove, that believ- 
ing prayers are always acceptable 
to God, and though he may feem, 


* Heb. v. 7. + Pfa'mcxiv 18, 
+ Joel i li. 33: A&s ii aI 
1 Matt. vil. 7, 8. 
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in fome cafes not to hear or an- 
fwer them, and though he denies 
them in their particular requefts for 
their good, yet even then, the ob- 
je&t of their requeft is anfwered, 
and that ina manner better for 
them than if they had obtained 
their defire in the particular fubje& 
of their petition. 

The bible-hiftory of good men, 
isa hiftory of anfwers to prayer— 
this might be fhown by the hiftory 
of Abraham, Jacob, Mofes, Sam- 
uel, David, Jehofhaphat, Heze- 
kiah and many others recorded in 
the oldteftament and the new. In 
many in{tances, God gives the par- 
ticular bleflings for whichthey pray, 
yea he always gives it unlefs the 
denial is a greater mercy. 

The prayer of faith is as accept- 
able to God now as before the 
completion of the facred canon ; 
and good men in the prefent as 
well as the paft ages of the church, 
have freeaccefs to God by the Me- 
diator, and they receive an anfwer 
of peace, either in the beftowment 
of the particular obje@ of their 
petition, or in what ts reallyand on 
the whole, more for their benefit. 
Thus fhall all things work together 
for the good of thofe who love 
God. 

How great is the duty of prayer 
and how vaft the privilege! Let 
us wifely confider it andthankfully 
improve it, yea let us be anxioufly 
careful for nothing, but in every 
thing by prayer and fupplication, 
with thankfgiving, let our requefts 
be made known to God.* 


PHILANDER. 
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Mess’rs. Enrrors, 
HE Chriftian dodtrine of 
jultification by faith is op- 





* Philip, iv, 6. 





pofed to the legal fpirit of natural 
men. They are fe fixedly of this 
legal fpirit, that it is ene of the 
moft difficult things, that was ev. 
er attempted with finners under 
awakenings, to lead them even to 
apprehend what the doétrine is— 
what the terms ef the finner’s ac- 
ceptance with God are, and by 
what means they may be entiiled 
to juftification thro’ Chrift. They 
do not conceive, that there can be 
a way of acceptance with God, 
without fomething commendable 
in themfelves, as the grounds of 
it ; orthat Chrift will accept them, 
unlefs they do fomething becfore- 
hand, to conciliate his favor, and 
render themfelves lefs unworthy of 
his notice. ‘They cannot be per- 
fuaded, that they have nothing to 
do, but to come, juft as they are, 
in all their puilt and vilenefs, hke 
the returning Prodigal, and cali 
themfelves on the mercy of God ; 
—that it will be an acceptable 
plea with God, for them to be- 
feech him, from regard to Chrilt, 
to take them, and fanétify them, 
and receive them into favor, as 
a token of his approbation of 
Chrift, and delight in the media- 
torial work of his beloved Son. 
So far as my acquaintance €x- 
tends, it has been ufually a long 
time after finners have been awake- 
ened to a fenfe of their fin and dan- 
ger, before they have formed any 
jult ideas of this fubje@. I fup- 
pofe the difficulty of their under- 
ftandisg it, principally arifes from 
their legal fpirit, and their unwil- 
lingnefs to fubmit to the molt dil- 
tant idea, that they are liable to 
be called upon, to place then 
whole dependence on mere grace. 
Yet it may be of advantage to 
{tate the doétrine, and explain tt 
to them as clearly as_poflible : It 
ought to be done ; to do it, 1s 
teaching them a peculiar and ¢! 








1800.) 


fential doGrine of the Gofpel. 
Should you think what 1s here of- 
fered, may probably have this ef- 
fest, and render clicntial fervice 
to anxious and enquiring fouls, 
you may lay it before the public. 
The followi ing obfervations were 
fuggelted to my nina, as L fat 
meditating on the declaration of 
Chrit, John in. 18, He that be- 
fieveth on him (the Son of God) 
is not condemned : but he that be- 
lieveth not is condemned already, 
becaufe he hath not believed, in 
the name of the only bevotten 
Son of God.—The faith in Chit(t 
here mentioned, prefuppofes fome 
juit views of the aétual ftate of 
the moral worid—of the perfec- 
tions and government of God— 
of his law, and our obligations 
to obedience—of the chara¢ter, 
work and defign of Chriit, and of 
our own tranfgreflions. Bui all this 
does not amount to faving faith. 
Many know much of thefe things, 
ho are not the 
‘They have 
both the 
And at the 
will poflefs this kKnowledes, While 
their hearts will remain tn fi 
oppofition to all good. 
efpeciall Vs refpedt ts the 
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and purities the heart. 
who have this faith, 
fied by vir 
not becaufe 


are not juili- 
iny merit in it—-. 
faith in Chrift makes 
them worthy of deliverance from 
wrath, or of acceptance into fa- 
Faith makes no reparation 
for their rebellion againft God, 
and dees not merit any thing, of 
thofe jarpe rewards, which will 
upon believers. Af- 
this, it 1s by grace, that 
Faith does no 
more, than fimply unite men to 
Chrift, fo that they belong to his 
family, and become heirs of the 
promifes of grace. At the day 
when men fhall be 
trial before the Son of 
queition whether they 
fhall be placed on the right or left, 
will not be decided, by the great. 
nefs or fmal!nefs of their crimes 3; 
but the enguiry will be, whether 
to Chrift. If not, 
their rewards will be adjufted ac- 
cording to law, where provifion is 
made, for a jult diitinétion, be 
and {mal 


rent 
ITCat « 
=4 


“ 


li it appears that 


tuc of 


’ ' a) 
De Oeiiowe d 


of judgment, 
ro’t on 
God, the 


o 


hamiiniene | r iy’ 
ween Treaniorenors. 
they belons to 


ins will be 


him, then their par- 
doned whether oreat or {mall 
Ll Cale 55 5S mai , 
and they wv i!) be rewarded on his 


the 
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and accept- 
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renders his condemnation certain. 
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not is condemned already, becaule 
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in fome cafes not to hear or an- 
fwer them, and though he denies 
them in their particular requefts for 
their good, yet even then, the ob- 
je&t of their requeft is anfwered, 
and that in a manner better for 
them than if they had obtained 
their defire in the particular fubje& 
of their petition. 

The bible-hiftory of good men, 
isa hiftory of anfwers to prayer— 
this might be fhown by the hiftory 
of Abraham, Jacob, Mofes, Sam- 
uel, David, Jehofhaphat, Heze- 
kiah and many others recorded in 
the oldteftament and the new. In 
many in{tances, God gives the par- 
ticular bleflings for whichthey pray, 
yea he always gives it unlefs the 
denial is a greater mercy. 

The prayer of faith is as accept- 
able to God now as before the 
cempletion of the facred canon ; 
and good men in the prefent as 
well as the paft ages of the church, 
have freeaccefs to God by the Me- 
diator, and they receive an anf{wer 
of peace, either in the beftowment 
of the particular obje& of their 
petition, or in what is reallyand on 
the whole, more for their benefit. 
Thus fhall all things work together 
for the good of thofe who love 
God. 

How great is the duty of prayer 
and how vaft the privilege! Let 
us wifely confider it andthankfully 
improve it, yea let us be anxioufly 
careful for nothing, but in every 
thing by prayer and fupplication, 
with thankfgiving, let our requefts 
be made known to God.* 

PHILANDER. 





On Fuftification by Faith, 


Mess’rs. Eprrors, 
HE Chriftian dodtrine of 
jultification by faith is op- 





* Philip, iv, 6 








On Fuftification by Faith. [Nov. 


pofed to the legal fpirit of natural 
men. ‘They are fe fixedly of this 
legal fpirit, that it is ene of the 
moft difficult things, that was ev. 
er attempted with finners under 
awakenings, to lead them even to 
apprehend what the doétrine is— 
what the terms ef the finner’s ac- 
ceptance with God are, and by 
what means they may be entitled 
to juftification thro’ Chrift. They 
do not conceive, that there can be 
a way of acceptance with God, 
without fomething commendable 
in themfelves, as the grounds of 
it ; orthat Chrift will accept them, 
unlefs they do fomething before- 
hand, to conciliate his favor, and 
render themfelves lefs unworthy of 
his notice. ‘They cannot be per- 
fuaded, that they have nothing to 
do, but to come, jult as they ares 
in all their puilt and vilenefs, hke 
the reterning Prodigal, and calt 
themfelves on the mercy of God; 
—that it will be an acceptable 
plea with God, for them to be- 
feech him, from regard to Chrili, 
to take them, and fanctify them, 
and receive them into favor, as 


a token of his approbation of 


Chrift, and delight in the media- 
torial work of his beloved Son. 
So far as my acquaintance €x- 
tends, it has been ufually a long 
time after finners have been awake- 
ened to a fenfe of their fin and dan- 
ger, before they have formed any 
jult ideas of this fubje&. I fup- 
pofe the difficulty of their under- 
ftandisg it, principally arifes from 
their leoal fpirit, and their unwil- 
lingn efs to {ubmit to the walk dil- 
tant idea, that they are liable ¢ 

be called upon, to place their 
whole dependence on mere grace. 
Yet it may be of advantage 

ftate the doétrine, and explain it 
to them as clearly as_ poflible : It 
ought to be done ; to do it, 15 
teaching them a peculiar and ¢! 


—_— 


— - a 





1800. ] On Fulification by Faith. 


fential do@rine of the Gofpel. 
Should you think what 1s here of- 
fered, may probably have this ef- 
fe&, and render clicntial fervice 
to anxious and enquiring fouls, 
you may lay it before the public. 
"The following obfervations were 
fuggefted to my mind, as I fat 
meditati ing on the declaration of 
Chri, John i in. 18, He that be- 
Hieveth on him (the Son of God) 
is not condemned : but he that be- 
lieveth not is condemned already, 
becaufe he hath net believed, in 
the name of the 
Son of God.—The faith in Chrift 
here mentioned, prefuppofes fome 
juit views of the actual {tate of 
the moral worid—of the perfec- 
tions and government of God— 
of his Jaw, and our obligations 
to obedience—of the charatter, 
work and defign of Chrit, 
our own tranfyreflions. 
does not amount to faving faith. 
Many know much of ripe things, 
who are not the people of Ged. 
‘They have both teen a hatec 
both the poe and the Son. 
And at the laft dav. all the wicked 
will poflefs this knowleces, while 


their hearts will remain in fixed 


only bevotten 


i 
oppofition to all good. Va:th, more 


efpecially, refpects the heart, and 
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and purifics the heart. People, 
who have this faith, are not juili- 
fied by virtue of any merit in it— 
not becaufe faith in Chrift makes 
them worthy of deliverance from 
of acceptance into fa- 
Faith makes no reparation 
for their rebellion againft God, 
h which will 
2 bellowed upon believers. Af- 


,° 


e iarpe rewards, 


~~ 


| 
us, it is by grace, that 
Faith does ro 
than fimply unite men to 
Chrift, fo that they belong to his 
family, and become heirs of the 
promifes of grace. At the day 
ef judgment, when men fhall be 
bro’t on trial — the Son of 
God, the queftion whether they 
fhall be placed on te right or left, 
will not be decided, by : the great. 
nefs or fmal!nefs of their crimes ; 
but the enquiry will be, whether 
to Chriit. If not, 
wn rewards will be adjufted ac- 
cording to la 


aii 


more, 


w, where provifion is 
for a juit diftinGion, be- 
tween great and fmall tranfereffors. 
lf it appears that they belong to 
their fins will be par- 
ereat or {mall, 


doned, whether 
ee \ i hi 
ney vil ioe rewardec on his 
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; account ; r the covenant of the 


Father with Flin Son is, that he 


will fave a! that are united to him. 


| finner’s condemnation, 


Unbelief 
tranfore {lors certain. 


renders the 
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Unhbelief is 

the rejeclion of Chriii, as lied 

for our approbation and accept- 

ance. This is 

much the procuring, cau ife of the 


a great lin, 


a3 any fin. 
merit of this 
fin, or of all his other fins, which 
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it comes to pafs that they are not 
pardoned. Men do not have their 
probation on the footing of law, 
as it refpects the alternative of juf- 
tification : and therefore will not 
be reje&ed, | becaufe they have not 
a legal, perfonal richteoufnefs.— 
his probation is cn a plan of 
grace, and if they are condemned, 
it will be, becaufe they do not ac- 
cept of the offers of mercy—do 
not believe. Itis on this account 
chiefly, that unbelief is the con- 
demnation of fuch as perifh. “The 
filiowing fimilitude will illuftrate 
the Gofpel way of jultification by 
Chrift. 

A certain king was remarkable 
for wifdom and goodnefs ; he was 





the father of his people, he made | 


the happinefs of his fubjeats the 
objeétot his wholelife; his lawsand 
adminiftrations were ail admirably 
adapted to this end. He chofe 
for his afiitance, in the adminif- 
tration of eovernment, a man like 
himfelf, of great abilities, and per- 
featly devoted to the good of the 
nation. He was made firlt min- 
ilter of ftate. ‘they both had the 
fame object, and confulted contin- 
ually with each other, the meaf- 
nes by which they might advance 
the intereft and happinefs of the 
people. The nation profpered, 
the people were happy, they en- 
joyed all the bleflings of peace, 
and an excellent government.— 
Yet all this was not fufficient to 
content every one. Certain men, 
of turbulent fpirits, in one pro- 
vince of the king’s dominions, 
excited a rebellion again{t the king, 
calt off his authority, and took up 
arms again{t the governinent. It 
was in the province where the 
king’s friend, the minifter of ftare 
was born, and where his family, 
and all his relatioss lived; and 
many of them were deeply con- 
cerned in the wnfurrection. The 
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interelts of the kingdom required, 
that the rebellion fhould be cruth- 
ed, and the beneficent government 
be fupported. The king’s friend 
took the fword, and immediately 
put himfelf at the head of the ar- 
my, and after many fufferings and 
hardthips, which he cheerfully un- 
derwent, in fupport of the laws, 
and intercfts of the nation, he 
vanquifhed the rebels, and bro’t 
them ia chains to the capital. 
They were al! put on trial before 
a court of juftice, and found guil- 
ty of treafon, under various cir- 
cumftances of aggravation. The 
crimes of fome were much more 
heinous, than of others, and the 
court pronounced fentence upon all, 
according to their refpective often- 
ces. When the court had made 
an end of the bufinefs, and all 
were fentenced, according to their 
deferts, the king faid to the 
minifter of ftate, and the com- 
mander of hts army who had 
rendered fuch effential fervices to 
his king and country, and he com- 
manded that proclamation fhould 
be made of it, thro’ all his do 
minions, ** T will this day do you 
public honor. All my fubjects 
fhall fee and witnefs my fingular 
love to you, and the high fe nfe l 
entertain of your fervices, and 
merit. Among all the criminals 
who have now been moft juitly 
condemned, all your kinfmen— 
every one that has the moll dif- 
tant family relation to you, wheth- 
er their crimes are greater or fmall- 
er—whcther condemned to death, 
imprifonment, or fine, all are par- 
doned. am all be inftantly fet at 
liberty ; them be bro’t into the 


royal palace ; ; let a fumptuous feaft 
be prepared for their rie -fhment 3 
ond let the whole nation hereafter 
view every one of them as a living 
monument of my regard to you, 
and of the pleafure I take in re- 
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warding your diftinguifhed merit. 
As for the other criminals, let the 
righteous fentence of the Jaw be 
put into inftant execution againft 
them.”’ 

In this inftance, it is feen, that 
thofe who were pardoned, were 
not favored at all, on acconnt of 
any worthinefs in them, which dif- 
tinguifhed them from the others, 
but purely out of refpect to the 
king’s friend—that they were all 
pardoned with equal rcadinefs, 
whether their climes were greater 
or lefs. If they were the very 
principals in the rebellion, it did 
not exclude them from mercy, or 
render their pardon more difficult 
to be obtained ; butin this cafe, 
their forgivenefs was the more ex- 
preflive of the king’s love to his 
friend. The others, who were 
not related to the man, whom the 
king delighted to honor, were con- 
demned without diflinétion, ex- 
cept only, that their punifhments 
were exaétly apportioned to their 
crimes. Iftheir crimeswere fmall, 
they could not plead that as a rea- 
ion, why they ought not to be pun- 
ithed at all : it only fecured to 
them, that their punifhment fhould 
beproportionably fmall. Each re-, 
ceived his juft reward. If any 
were found not guilty, they were 
jultified by law: but if guilty, no 
plea could fave any, but this, that 
they were kinfmen to the king’s 
friend. Sointhe matter of j y » 
fication before God. If any man, 
at the day of judgment, can plead 
not guilty, and fupport his plea, he 
will be jultified by law. Sutif that 
cannot be done, if the whole world 
are found guilty before God, each 
one mult take the punifhment of 
his crimes, accordingto his deferts, 
whatever they’ may be, unlefs it 
shall appear, that he is related to 
Jcfus, the King’s friend, by a fi 
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75 
be faved ; but he that believeth 
not, fhallbe damned.—It oughs 
here to be noticed, that the nature 
of faith, as before defcribed, fe- 
cures the loyalty of all fuch as are 
pardoned, and received into faver, 
on account of their union to Chrilt 
and their holinefs and obedience 
is the evidence of this union.—lL 
thall finith this paper with a few re- 
marks. 

1. Great finners have no reafon 
to defpair of the gofpel falvation, 
on account of the greatnefs of their 
guilt. Juftification does not in the 
leaft regard the perfonal charaéter 
of finners, as the reafon why it is 
bellowed. No degree of guilt, 
however great, is any bar in the 
way of the juftification of the fin- 
ner. Let him believe, and he is 
pardoned. Awakened finners are 
ofien on the borders of defpair, on 
account of the greatnefs of their 
guilt, and they are far from having 
too great a fenfe of their wicked- 
ncfs, or rating it beyond the truth. 
Yet they have no reafon to appre- 
hend, that God will not pardon 
fuch awful wickednefs. Whofo- 
ever will, let him take of the water 
of life freely. The Son of man 
has come, to feck, and to fave 
that which was loit. 

Little finners, if there are 
any fuch, have no reafon to 
fume on falvation, becaufe 
fins are comparatively {mall}. 
We one expects favor on this 
let him make it at law and jultice. 
There it will be duly noticed, and 
his punifhment will be proportion- 
ed to his deierts. But there is no 


room for thisplea before the throne 
of grace. "Lhe falvation of fin- 


ners by grace, 1s not fecured by 
the comparative {mallnefs of their 
ofiences ; but by their union to 
Chritt, They are pardoned to do 
public honor to him. 


3. If fanuers are od 
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who enjoy the inftructions of the 
= they will be their 
{troyers not only becaufe they have 
deferved wrath, but efpecially be- 
caufe they have rejected Chritt. 

4. Chriit is a fit Saviour for 
fuch a world as this, where there 
are finnersof all defcriptions, whofe 
cult isin every degree of varia- 
tion, from the mo!t heinous agera- 
vation, down to the lIeaflt. The 
world needs fuch a method of fal- 
vation, as is revealed in the gofpel, 
in which no merit is required of 
finners, in which their perfonal de- 
merits are not taken into confider- 
ation at all, in the affair of then 
juftification, andin which pardon 
and acceptance are cqually open 
and acceflible toall, who will be- 
lieve on Chrift. He has a fulnets. 
He is the Saviour we need. O 
how excellent, and how admma- 
bly adapted to the ftate of our 


own de- 


. } , then at 
world, is the gofpel method ci 


falvation ! !! G. 
For tHe Connectricur Evan- 
GeLticaL MaGazine. 


eee fays, Matt. xi. 14. 
, © Verily l fay unto yOu, a- 


mony them that are barn of wo- 
men, there hath nocrilen a greater 
than John th 
ftanding, he that is feaft in the 


Baptilt +: notwith 


kinedom of heaven, is greater than 
he? = Luke vit 


isnot a greater proppet than Jot 
Am | Pre 


By it ts, ** i 


the Baprift.” Vormet pro] 

predicted the coming of « “hr [2 
—Daniel pointed out the particu- 
lartime. But Join was tent to 
prepare the way for Is conung ; 


and, to proclaim hun alrcady come 
tn this refpedt he was a brighter 
luminary, than had before rifen in 
the church. John was fent, to 
“turn the hearts cf the fathers to 
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bly accompatned his preaching : 
And, as Chrift exprefles it, peo- 
ple prefied into the kingdom of 
God. Butthis was not all :-— 
John adminiftered baptifm to the 
Saviour of the world ; and by this 
rite, according to divine appoint- 
ment, initiated him into his hich 
and facred office. Mofes wathed 
or baptized Aaron 3 and, by this 
rite, introduced him into that prieft- 
hood, which was typieal of the 
priefthood of Chrift. But it wa 
referved for John to baptize Jefus 
himfelf, the great Highpriett of 
our profeflion ; and, in this way, 
hale igurate him into office. In 
thefe refpeets pee fuftained an of- 
fice more honorable and dignified, 
than any o ne had done before him. 
But how che other affertion of ovr 

t he that is laf? in ihe 


hined: ” of A CAVENMs te greater than 


be underf tood, it may 
{ icult to decide. The 
kingdom of heaven, it is generally 
that foiritwa 1 kings 
dom, which Chrift has fet up in 
the world—the Chriftian church 
and perfect: 
ed and glorhed in the heavenly 
world. Vhatthe fe af inthis king 
dom, when in its glory in the tu- 
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ture world, will be greater than 


Tohnweas while one een coud: 
ily be granted. This ts fo obvious 
ty tote “ry a hie heiieal 
set \ Fiery of COnwGCration: 


that we veil hardly fupj vafe it to by 


| the thing, which our Saviour meant 


to aflcrt. ‘There is, the vehi 
reafon to conclude, that the fine 


riority of John, here {poken Ol, 


had reference to the kingdom « 
Chrift on earth. And, yet, « 

it rationally be fuppofed, Chit 
meant toaffert, that the lealt mem 
ber of his fpiritual kingdom, nis 


church on earth, ts ereater than 


John ? Or, fhould we limit the 


a cation nigh the term greater 
the prophetic charaGer, wil It ap- 
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pear, that the leaft officer, or mon- 
itor in the Chriftian church, is 
greater than John ? Does he, in 
fact, fultain a higher and more 
dignified office than John did ? 
Does his office, or any of the du- 
ties of it, imply a fuperior honor 
to that of officiating in the bap- 
tifm of the Lord of glory, and 
inaugurating him into the higheft 
and molt facred office, that ever 
was or can be fultained >—An_ of- 
fice infinitely too high and impor- 
tant to be fufltained by any but 
Him, who thought it not robbery 
to be equal with God ? This con- 
{truction, to fay the leaft, may be 
liable to fome objections. Some 
confiderations tend to fuggelt the 
tdea, that the leaft in the kingdom of 
heaven, here fpoken of, means 
Chrift himfelf. It is evident, that 
the Lord of glory made himfe!f 
the leaft—the fervant of all. He 
tells us, Matt. xx. 28, that he 
came not to be miniftered unto, 
but to minifer, and to give his 
lifea ranfom for many. And, on 
obferving a ftrife among his difci- 
ples for pre-eminence, he fays, 
Luke xxii. 26, 27. “ He thatis 
greate(t among you, let him be as 
the younger ; and he that is chief, 
ashe that doth ferve. For wheth- 
er is greater, he that fitteth at 
meat, or he that ferveth? Is not 
he that fitteth at meat? But J am 
anong you as he that ferveth.”’— 
John preached, “ He that cometh 
after me, is mightier than I.” 
Chrift, {peaking of the greatnefs 
of Johr, fays, “ notwithftanding, 
he that is leaft in the kingdom of 
heaven, is greater than he.” John 
witnefied Sim, of whom he was 
the forerunner, to be greater than 
he. Chrift, who made himfelf 
leaf in the kingdom of heaven, 
and fervant of all, fays, he that is 
leaftin the kingdom of heaven, is 
greater than John. If we under- 
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ftand the words to be applicable to 
Chrift himfelf, they afford a leffon 
of excellent inftruction to Chrif- 
tians ; efpecially to Chriftian min- 
ifters. It was the glory of Chrift, 
that he took upon himfelf the form 
of afervant ; and, in that form, 
executed the arduous work upon 
which he came into the world. 
For this it is, the Apoftle tells us, 
Philip. it. 9, God has highly ex- 
alted him, and given him a name, 
which is above every name. It 
mull be the higheft honor of a 
Chriftian minifter, moft nearly to 
imitate his Lord. This muft be 
done by conftant, laborious appli- 
cation in his fervice—by confecra- 
ting every faculty and powcr, not 
to his own perfonal advancement 
and intereft, but to the promotion 
of the beft good of others—con- 
defcending tothe loweft offices of 
real kindnefs and good will—and 
ufing the mildeft and moft humble 
intreaties, for the fake of the in- 
terelt and welfare of the fouls of 
others. This grace in Chrift was 
infinitely pleafing to God. The 
more nearly Chriftian minifters im- 
itate his example, the more pleaf- 
ing and acceptable to God. All 
the greatnefs there is for men, in 
the kingdom ef God, confiits in 
ferving the mofl, and doing the moft 
for others. 





An Account of a work of Divine 
grace ina Revival of Religion, 
ina number of Congregations in 
New-England, in the years 1798 
and 1799, ina fertes of Letters 
to the Editors. 

[Continued from page 142. ] 


LETTER VIII. 
Second letter from the Rev. Feremi- 
4H Hartock of Weft-Simfbury. 
GENTLEMEN, 
MENTIONED, at the clofe 
of my firft letter, that fome 
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who were infidels are now among 
the hopeful converts. I heard one 
of them fay, with trembling limbs, 
* Tam the wretch who have mur- 
dered Chrift, Ihave talked a great 
deal againift the gofpel ; but there 
was always fomething in my brealt 
which faid it was true, even while 
I was talking againft it.” his 
poor man was almoft in defpair, 
and feemed to think there was no 
mercy for him. But after a long 
feries of diftrefs he found comfort. 

From another, who had been 
oppofing the divinity of the fcrip- 
tures, I received the following 
letter. 

“’ Rey. Sir, 

I frequently hear you mention 
from your pulpit that there are 
numbers in this place, who are op- 
pofers to Chriftianity. Doubtlefs 
you allude to me fog one. If this 
be the cafe you have good reafon 
to make the allufion ; for I frank- 
ly confefs (not without fome for- 
row) I have given great room for 
fuch fufpicion. It is nearly ten 
years fince I have entertained doubts 
refpecting the truth of revelation ; 
not without a mixture of neceffa- 
ry belicf init, asthe only fcheme 
to bring glory to God, and happi- 
nefs to man. . Could I convince 
you of my fincerity, I doubt not 
you would be glad, when I tell you 
I renounce my doubts; and there- 
fore I pray God I may never more 
give the world leave, in truth to 
call me an oppofer to religion. 1 
have often come to a partial refo- 
Jution to make you fuch a _ confef- 
fionof my errors. ‘Ihe firft time 
I ferioufly engaged with myfelf to 
doit, was onhearing you read fome 
letters you brought from Gofhen 
and your remarks upon them.* I 
then refleed whether it belonged 





* The Ietters and temarks here al- 
luded to were concerning the awaken- 
ing in Goshen, State of Maffachufctts, 





to me, to animadyert on the ways 
of God’s providence, and the au. 
thenticity of that which in itfelf 
lookedlike truth. But afterwards, 
doubts, and bufinefs, and loathnefs 
to part with my favorite {chemes 
intervened, or you would have had 
this letter before this time.+ 

“ The caufe of my writing now 
is not on account of the prof. 
pect of religion becoming fathion- 
able in this place, or any extraor- 
dinary conviction on my mind 
more than I have had for fome 
time, by fhort intervals, betwixt 
my doubts. Which conviétion! 
think is nothing more than that it 
is my duty to ferve God in his ap. 
pointed ways. I pray God he 
would guard me againft doubts 
hereaftcr. I beg you to be affured 
of my efteem.” 

Here was the beginning of con- 
viction on this perfon’s mind. It 
on the whole appeared gradually 
to increafe about eight months ; 
until it became powerful, and he 
faw himfelf wholly depraved, and 
in the hands of a fovereign God ; 
when ashe hopes, he was made to 
partake of the joys of the peni- 
tent prodigal. I have faid the 
work was not noify, but rational. 
And one end I have in tranfcribing 
thisletter is to give a {pecimen of it. 

There is another inftance among 
us, of one who fays, he has had 
no trouble for feven years palt, a- 
bout futurity, concluding that death 
was the total end of man, as much 
as ofthe beafts. At firft he made 
an open f{coff, and ridicule of the 
awakening. But at length, the 
arrows of truth reached his con- 
fcience. His conviction contine- 
ed and increafed for fome weeks, 


from which place I had come the week 
before. wm 

+ I did not receive this letter "till 
feveral months after my return from 
Gofhen. 
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until, as we truft, he became re- 
conciled to God through Chrift. 
He now appears to love the doc- 
trines of the crofs. Formerly he 
had a tafte for books, and read 
much in novels, profane hiftory, 
and the like ; but now he calls them 
trafh, and makes the bible his ftu- 
dy, and feems to want words to 
fet forth how much it exceedeth 
all other books. 

But to proceed to an inftance or 
twomore. I was at acertain con- 
ference in which the converfation 
turred on the doétrines of decrees, 
and eleétion ; which fublime doc. 
trines were not attended to now 
for difputation, but with fear and 
folemnity. They did not appear 
to bedry, uninterefting, difputable 
points, but divine realities, calcu- 
ated to convict the finner, and re- 
frefh the faint. 

Atthe clofe of the meeting, a 
certain man afked a queftion to this 
import ; ** does aperfon who is 
truly feeking after God, feel a- 
fraid that any of the decrees of 
God will cut him fhort of falva- 
tion 2” This queftion was anfwer- 
ed inthe negative ; that the de- 
crees were no more againft prayer, 
than an attention to common mat- 
ters, and that the only reafon why 
men brought the decrees againft 
prayer was their having no heart 
to pray. ‘The perfon who put the 
queftion anfwered, “ I am fatisfi- 
ed.” But knowing him to have 
long been an oppofer of thefe things ; 
many marvelled at his anfwer. 

On the next fabbath, this man 
made a public declaration in wri- 
ling to the congregation, which ac- 
counts for his appearing to be fat- 
isfied with thofe very doétrines, 
which ufed to give him fo much 
vitence. In this public confeflion 
he acknowledgeth his paft infideli- 
‘y 3 his eppofition to God, and 
"usreligion, to the work of the 





fpirit, to the minifters of the gof- 
pel, and all who profefled to be- 
long to Chrift. But that God 
had fhewed him his finful, wretch- 
ed, helplefs ftate ; and given him 
to hunger for the bread of life, and 
to believe (as he truited) in Jefus. 
The writing which he publicly ex- 
hibited is in thefe words : 

“ Tt having pleafed the kind 
fovereign of the univerfe, to open 
my eyes, infome meafure, to fee 
the depravity and poifon of my 
own heart ; to fee my defperate 
fituation while oppofed to God, 
and tothe way of falvation by a 
kind Saviour ; to fee my total in- 
ability to rectify my own heart, or 
recover myfelf from the fatal dil- 
eafe of fin and death ; to fee if Lam 
ever relieved from the plague of a 
proud and vitiated heart, and 
made to rejoice in the falvation of 
Chrift, it muft be wholly owing 
to the forfeited mercy, and unmer- 
ited grace of a compafhionate Re- 
deemer ; with thefe things faften- 
ed on my mind, and [ hope as 
long as [ live, 1 would with to 
make fome communications to this 
religious affembly, which I hope 
may be kindly received by then. 
For feveral years paft, my mind 
and affections have been much ali- 
enated, fromthe newandliving way 
of falvation by Jefus Chrift. 1 
have fallen into the mo({t uncom- 
fortable doubts of his divinity ; 
have doubted of the authenticity 
of the blefled word ; have embra- 
ced irreligtous and hateful errors ; 
have turned my back on the bleffed 
Redeemer, while his friendly hand 
has reached out a pardonto me, 
and urged me to take it, even 
while his head was filled with the 
dew and his jocks with the drops 
of the night. I have run away 
from the bleed God, while his 
tender mercies were all around me, 
and with a feet voice faying unto 
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me, turn ye, turn ye, why will 
ye die. I have lived in dreadful 
fecurity, and {topped my ears a- 
gainft the moft melting invitations 
of the Saviour of the world I 
have {pent much time in reading 
books which were calculated to 
Shake my belief in that holy word, 
which had I fincerely believed, 
would have yiven me great com- 
fort in God, and ferved in a great 
meafure to fmocth the rugged path 
of life. Ihave been guilty of ma- 
ny errors in fentiment, and in 
practice. J have flighted the blef- 


fed relivion of Jefus Chrift, the 
miniiicr f che gofpel, and pro- 


feflors of religion. 1 have fpoken 
lightly of the religious atiention in 
ihis place, and have negleéted to 
attend religious conferences, which 
by God’s holy fpirit are undoubt- 
edly inftrumental of true conviction. 
Shave been given to many open 
Immoralities, and have not been 
circumf{peé& in my behaviour, to 
feta pood example before thofe 
who took knowledge of me. And 
mow in every inftance whercin I 
have offended my heavenly fath- 
er, and mankind, I would freely 
acknowledge my great fin, and nu- 
merous tranfpreflions, imploring 
the forgivenefs of that almighty 
being, againft whom I have un- 
reafonably, and without the Jeaft 
provocation, fo often tranfpreffed, 
and who only can beftow pardon 
and eternal hfe on the chief of 
finners. It appears one of the 
moft diftinguifhed mercies, that 
when people have run into error, 
and marred themfelves by fin, that 
there isa being to whom they may 
apply, with broken hearts, and 
who will blot out their fin with his 
own blood, and give them to eat 
of the bread of life. “ve that cov- 
ercth his fins fhall not profper, but he 
that conf: feth and forfaketh them 


frall find mercy. Certainly there 
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can be no exchange fo happy as 
this, to part with a proud and wick- 
ed heart for a humble and {an@i- 
fied one ; to refign our enmity for 
love, our felfifhnefs for beneyo. 
lence, our filthy felf-righteoufnef; 
for the fpotlefs robes of a glorious 
Mediator, and our love of fin and 
death for holinefs and eterna! life. 

With the foregoing confidera- 
tions on my mind, [ will implorea 
prayer-hearing God io lend a lif- 
tening ear to my requelt, which I 
pray Godto help me make with 
fincerity. O God, my firft de- 
fire is fora rcétified heart, to have 
fin flain, and a principle of true ho- 
linefs and love to God implanted 
in its {tead, and a heart of conftant 
repentance and unfeigned forrow 
for fia. I pray God to grant me 
all my life, a deep fenfe of my own 
unworthinefs and ill defert ; I pray 
to realize it as long as I live ; to lic 
inthe very duft, at the feet of the 
great fovereign of the univerfe ; to 
extol, magnify and glorifythe riches 
of his moral reétitude, his glorious 
attributes, his infinite perfedtions ; 
to intreat of him for Chrift’s fake 
to cive me his bleffed fpirit, to lead 
and guide me into all truth, 0 
make me fteadfatt in a life of reli- 
gion, to fave me from unbelief, 
from backfliding, and apoftacy, and 
finally to engage me to refolve, in 
the {trenoth ot the ereat Redcem- 
er, to take his yoke on me which 
is eafy, and his burden which ts 
light, and Icarn ot hin whos 
meekand lowly that I may find 
re{t to my foul. 

I hope that God, by his great 
mercy and rich grace, has given 
me to hunger for the bread of 
life, and thirtt for living wa- 
ters ; that he has given me to 
fee that Chrift is the way, the 
truth, and the life, and that there 
is falvation ia noether way. . And 
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affembly, and I hope with a brok- 
en and fincere heart, 1 renounce 
the heart-tormenting and heaven- 
provoking principles of infidelity, 
fo difhonoring to God and perni- 
cious to mankind. But before I 
clofe this writing I muft drop a few 
hints to thofe, with whom I have 
affociated in infidelity for fome 
years palt. 

You will not view me refledting 
on you for I fincerely pity you. 
I tremble for the fatal miftake you 
are making. Is deifm a good 
{cheme to embrace in death ? Is 
there comfort in it of a happy im- 
mortality ? Will it make a dying 
hour ferene and joyful ? Can you 
expect to find a {miling God out 
of Chrift ? Can you be fatisfied 
that infidel principles are calcula- 
ted to humble the proud and rebel 





lious hearts of mankind, and to | 


exalt the Moft High? Will you 
not be perfuaded to abandon a 
{cheme, which excludes prayer 


and fhuts out all heavenly con- | 
a a > 0 ¢ an 
templation ? Can you bring ep 
your Gear children,and never pray to | 


God tor them, nor mention a 
word concerning relip 

-* ; : ee 
great God, for fear their minds 


vion and thie | 


may be prepoficfled in favor of a) 


fcheme, of which, if they had 


come te riper years, they would 


difcover the fraud, and difbelicve 
it for themfelves ? When the little 
innocents, your offspring, cone 
before you, with withtul counte 
nances, aiking for bread, Coes it 
never turn in your minds about th 
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bread ef life ? that their fouls, are | 


famifhing while their bodies are 
ni urifhed ? 

I will mention but one more 
confideration, and that a dreadful 
andawfyl one. You muft meet 
your beloved children before God’s 


bar, and there anfwer how you 
' 
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ave conducted towards them.— 
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ould they, in conaquence of 
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your total negleé& to inftruét them 
in religion, be doomed to a dread- 
ful hell ; will they not fhriek out 
thefe heart-rending words, with 
horrid emphafis, ‘* Father you nev- 
er told me of this dreadful place, 
you never told me of a glorious 
efcape, a glorious relief by Jefus 
Chrift, and muft [lie in this dif- 
mal burning lake! O unhappy, 
that you was ever made an initru- 
ment of my exiftence !”? Now will 
you come to the loving Saviour, 
and bring your whole families with 
you ? There is bread enough in 
our father’s houfe. I pray God 
that he will in great mercy be 
pleafed to open your eyes, to dif- 
cera wondrous things in that law 
which you have rejected, and to fee 
ineffable beauty in that Saviour 
which you have cifowned.” 

The above commiunication was 
exhibited Lord’s day, April 14, 
i799, to a numerous audience. 
Many of then were much affeéted 
—and moft of the infidels alluded 
to were alfo prefent. 

The author of the above com- 
munication, faith, that being at 
meciing on the Lord’s day, a 
number of months after the reli- 
gious revival had bepan, on heaving 
the names of ten perfons called, 
who were propounded to join the 
church, his mind was flruck at 
the cutting idea, that an eternal 
{-paration was about ro take place 
between people of the fame con- 
gregation, neighbourhood and fam- 
ily. «and as there was room 
enouoh, he could fee nothing to 


‘ hinder him from coming to Chritt 


too, but his own unwillingnefs. 


| Thefe were about the firft of his 


! 
} 
i 
‘ 


,imprefhons. Inthe evening it turn- 


cd on his mind to go ta the con- 
ference ; butas he had never been 
to any of the confcrences, and had 
even fpeken againit them, he felt 
any obj: Stona. Yet he concla- 
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ded to go at all events. I have 
heard him fay, the firft thing that 
ftruck his mind as he entered the 
houfe, was the decorum and order 
of the meeting. His convictions 
continued, and increafed for a 
number of weeks, until he was 
brought, as he confeffeth, to fee 
his defperate fituation, while op- 
pofed to God, and the way of 
falvation by a kind Saviour ; and 
to fee that Chrift was the way, 
the truth, and the life, and cordi- 
ally(as he hopes )to accept of him. 

Thus I have given fome ac- 
count of the work of God among 
us, and mentioned fome particular 
inftances in which the nature of 
the work appears. As to the ex- 
tent of it, there were but a few in 
the parifh who were not in a meaf- 
ure folemnized. Almolt ithe whole 
conyerfation when people were to- 
gether, in intermifhons on the fab- 
bath, and on week days was on 
religion. Even the companies on 
training days were folemn. Balls 
were fuppreffed, and religion was 
the theme at weddings, and at all 
times. The number hopefully 
born into the kingdom of God is 
between 60 and 70. The num- 
ber who have made a public pro- 
feflion is 59; and it is expeéted 
that others will come forward, 
and fubfcribe with their hands to 
the Lord. I would here notice 
that tho’ many have been taken, 
to human view the fartheft from 
the kingdom of God, yet I think 
that God, in the midft of his fove- 
reign, holy ways, muft appear, even 
in this work, to every attentive 
foul, a prayer-hearing God. In 
the middle of the place there was 
all the palt days of inattention, a 
praying conference kept up once a 
week (extraordinaries excepted) 
by a few ferious people. And it 
was here, in this conference, that 
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been the greateft. Surely he is a 
God who heareth the prayers of 
the deftitute. 

I fhall clofe by giving a brief ac- 
count of one who left the world, 
in the height of the attention a- 
mongus. She died May the 15th 
1799: in the 16th year of her 
age. She wasa promifing youth, 
of bright natural abilities, and of 
a refpectable religious family. Her 
mind began to be impreffed, the 
latter part of the year before the 
died. As fhe had been taught the 
ways of the Lord in the fami- 
ly, from her childhood, fhe ap- 
peared, early in her awakening, 
to have a good doétrinal knowl- 
edge of the way of falvation. But 
fhe complained of a hard heart, 
and a ftubborn will. She was at 
all meetings and conferences which 
fhe could conveniently attend : 
but found no relief. Inthe latter 
part of February, fhe began to be 
unwell, and was foon confined. 
Her difeafe quickly became very 
threatening ; and within a few 
months fhe was given over by her 
Phyfician. But though her bodi- 
ly difeafe was diltrefing, yet it 
was in a great meafure overbalan- 
ced by her fpiritual troubles. Her 
complaint was chiefly of her felf- 
ifh heart, which fhe felt to be at 
enmity againft God ; and the prof- 
pect of going out of the world, 
with arms in her hands againft the 
moft high, was horrible beyond 
all conception. She would often 
in great anguifh, cry out, I mutt 
die, and 1] cannot die fo! Sucha 
{cene efpecially in aday of awake- 
ning, was very affecting and it ex 
cited the pity, and prayers of ma- 
ny. A numberof young people, 
who had been under concern, and 
had obtained relief, went ome eve- 
ning to fee her, about a fortaight 
before fhe dicd : and converied 


and prayed wth her. As they 
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were going away late at night the 
begoed their prayers. And her 
requeft, and fituation was fo af- 
fe&ting to them, that they (as I 
am told) after leaving her, retired, 
and fpent an hour of the filent mid- 
night in carrying the cafe of their 
diftrefled friend to God. And 
we have reafon to hope that on this 
very night, fhe received, from the 
afcended Saviour, the gift of a 
new heart. ‘There appeared a 
great alteration in her mind from 
this time: tho’ fhe had many 
doubts and fears until the morning 
before her death, when every 
cloud feemedto be difpelled. And 
I can fay I never faw fo much tri- 
umph, and viétory in the arms of 
death before. She expired not 
far from 12 on Saturday. Her 
joys had not the appearance of a 
vain confidence, but of a real fub- 
miffion to God, in a view of his 
glory in the face of Jefus. I nev- 
er faw any one appear more per- 
fetly to have their reafon and 
mental powers. ‘T'here was a ho- 
ly fear mixed with her joy; and 


of life and death. 

I fhall here mention a few of 
her dying words which were wrote 
at the time of herdeath. I heard 
the moft of them myfelf and 
wrote as fhe fpake them. Not far 
from funrife, fhe expreffed herfelf 
thus, ** I have lived through a te- 
dious night, and am brought to 
fee the light of a glorious morn- 
ing.”? Not long after fhe expref- 
fed herfelf in thefe words: “* Now 
I am going right into the arms of 
Jefus. to be difpofed of juit as he 
pleafes. I am not afraid to be 
dead; Iam not afraid to die.” 
The houfe was foon filled with the 
neighbours, and her young friends. 
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| farewell. 
though fhe faid many things while | 
fhe lay a dying, yet it was with as | 
much apparent care, as a confide- | 
rate witnefs would fpeak in a cafe | 
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But though death had evidently 
feized on her mortal body, immor- 
tal glory feemed to bloom in her 
foul ; and fhe knew, and moft 
kindly received all who came to 
fee her, and fpoke difcreetly, and 
fuitably to them. She looked on 
one of her mates, and faid, “* Now 
you fee my heart ftrings break.” 
On one’s afking her, ‘ if the might 
not be deceived ?”” it engaged her 
ferious attention, when fhe replied, 
“ Why I know Jefus will take me: 
if he does not he will do me no 
injuftice.” As fhe drew nigh her 
exit, fhe rattled in her throat: be- 
ing afked if fhe wifhed for drink ? 
her reply was, ** No, it is nothing 
but the pangs of death.” On fee- 
ing her ftruggles one of the fpec- 
tators faid ; ‘* Is it hard to die 2?” 
She anfwered, “ It is hard you 
may depend.”” She calmly look- 
ed on her dying fingers ; {poke of 
her grave, and funeral; and bid 
me in her name to tell her young 
friends and others at her funeral, to 
learn to die, and that fhe bid them 
In {peaking of thefe 
things, fhe was as rational, calm, 
and deliberate, as a kind parent 
on going a journey would be, in 
addrefling, and giving direétions 
to his family. About three min- 
utes before fhe died, with a dif- 
tin& and audible voice, fhe called 
two young people, (who then 
came in) by name, faying, “ Fare 
you well: I have almoft got thro’ 
this troublefome world.”” She 
feemed to die with a luftre in her 
eyes, and a glow in her counte- 
nance. It was a wonderful fcene 
of death, and triumph. I fat be- 
fore her, and looking her in the 
face, my heart naturally cried, 


* Hofanna to the Prince of life, 
Who clothed himfelf in clay, 

Entered the iron gates of death, 
And tore the bars away.”’ 
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I bleffed that work, which iflued 


in fuch a victory over the king of 


terrors, and in fuch a lively hope 
of immortality, and could not ‘ ut 
blefs thofe converted to Chrift, 
and congratulate them in their hap- 
py profpedts in death. 

Thefe things were confounding 
even to infidels, and numbers who 


had thought lightly ef the work, | 


were now ready to fmite their 
breaft, and fay truly it is of God. 
I might enlarge, but I forbear, the 
time would fail. I have endeav- 
oured to ftate fimple faéts accord- 


ing to the belt judgment of a falli- 


ble creature, with a raixture of 


joy and fear. 

When I find Peter, an Apoftle, 
deceived in Simon Magus, and hear 
him when {peaking of the faith of 
Silvanus, uling the cautious lan- 
guage, ‘* a faithful brother as I 
fuppofe,”’ it makes me trembie for 
fear how we fhall hold out. We 
cannot tel] what will be on the 
morrow, and man is ignorant of 
the heart. Hence my defire is 
that all whom I have alluded to in 
the above narration, will remem- 
ber that this is not an hour of boaft- 
ing but of puiting on the harnefs, 
and that it itil remains to be pro- 
ved by their truits whether they 


other hand, there is joy and hope 
in Gor l, and t delire to be ietiaaiie 
ful to him, that he hath allowed 
me to fland and behold his glorious 
work ; thouch 1 muft confefs I 
never felt fo ulelcfs fince I entered 
on the muniitry. God hath 
wrought ; and to his name be ail 
the + aie “ind may he itrength- 
en his own work, and rn more abun- 
dantly increafe it, until all that is, 
fhall, as it were be abforbed in 
greater glory ! 
From yeur real friend, 
Jexemian Hartocx. 


Weit-Simfcury, Aug. 18, i8co. 


P.S. You will fuppofe, gentle. 
men, that this narration was wrote 
fome time ago. But through di- 
vine mercy I do not fee caufe as 
yet to repent, but the hopeful con- 
verts appear toendure. We have 
now one new inftance of awaken- 
ing, and moft of the conferences 
are {till kept up. 

(To be continued. ) 





Some account of the chara@er and 
religious experiences and exerct/vs 


fi 
of Mrs. Nancy Bisuor. 
{Continued from page 153. ] 


T is conccived that fome advan- 
tapcs may be derived from the 
perufal of writings which are dic- 
tated by the preient feelings and 
views of the writer, and which of 
courfe come warm from the heart, 
that cannot generally be expected 
in an equal degree, from thofe 
which are purely didadtic. In the 
prefent caie, the maturity of tho’t 
and the purity and ardor of fenti- 
ment difcovered, by a young per- 
fon, who had enjoyed no uncom. 


, mon advantage s for relig gious im- 


provement, will, it 1s hoped, be 


i terefting to the reader, and ci- 
| pecially as they evince, if we ar 
have true religion or not. On the | 
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of divine truth. 

On the 15th February 1793, 
Mrs. Bifhop writes as follows — 
“ This is my anniverfary birth- 
‘ day. Let me haii the new-born 
‘ year with delight: As the laft 
* year has been produdtive of more 
‘ mercies than I can number, let 
‘ my gratitude the enfuing year 
‘ find {weet employ ment in the 
‘ contemplation of redeeming love. 
¢ —Grace refines and purifies the 
foul.—It gives a pleating charm 
to every employment, whether 
‘ia profperity or adverfity.—It 
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‘renders the mind pleafed with it- 
‘felf, and with the difpenfations 
‘of divine providence. Let me 
‘place my happinefs on God a- 
‘Jone, and in him place my truft 
‘and confidence.—Do I purfue 
‘the love of the creature more 
* than of the Creator ? Search me, 
‘+O God, and try me, fee if there 
‘be any comparifon! If I know 
my own heart there is none, yet 
the heart is deceitful above all 
things and defperately wicked, 
whocan know it! ‘To thee Il 


bounded.—Thou haft manifefted | ¢ 





‘ any known duty. And now my 
‘ covenant God the Father, the 
‘Son, andthe Holy Ghoft I do, 
‘ this day, without any refervation 
‘ fet my hand and feal in an ever- 
‘ Jafting covenant —May itbe rat- 
‘ ified in heaven with thy glorious 
* approbation. 


“ Time ever onthe wing—its great 
importance 2” 


« Time I find is a moft precious 
‘ jewel to prepare us for cternity— 


| £ to meditate upon the importance 
commit myfelf as not deferving | 
the leaft mercy, thy love is un- 


thyfelf unto me, as not unto the | 


‘ 


world.— Thou art prefent in my 
‘ fecret retirement, when no mor- 


‘tal eye is near, there I meet with | 


‘thy {pecial favor.—Thy grace 
‘has been fufficient for me in times 

‘ of trial and temptation.—Should 
‘this be my laft anniverfary birth- 


‘day, may I die in peace and fleep | 


‘in Jefus, and awake to aglori- | 
‘ous immortality where every 
‘tongue fhall confefs thee, Lord 


‘and King. ‘To thee I commend | 

‘my fpirit, after renewing my cov- 

‘ enant engagements. —O moft gra- 
‘cious God, fince thou hait ap- 
‘pointed the Lord Jefus Chrift 
‘asthe only way of coming to 
‘thee, Ido here, upon the bend- 
‘ed knees of my foul, renewedly 
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© of an intereft in the blood of the 
‘ dear Redeemer, and to contem- 
plate on the things of another 
‘ world : And yet, many times, L 
* carinot but rejoice that time flies 
‘ away fo faft, and that fo many 
‘of my days are already pat. 
* The mortal fummens to call me 
* to the invifible world would be a 
‘ welcome meflenger to conduct me 
‘tomy Father’s houfe, my glafs 
‘feems tobe running apace, my 
‘ fands are almolt numbered. ’Tis 
‘but a ftep—O why is thy chariot 
‘folong in coming. I defire to 

‘ give God ali the glory for thefe 


© attainments, for furely a worm 





‘accept of him for my covenant | 


‘ 


iriend, and do hereby folemnly 
‘join myfelf to thee— bid defi- 
‘ance to all thy enemies and catt 
‘allidols from my heart. 
* whereas I have formerly fet my 
* affeétions and placed my happinefs 


‘ofthe duft could never reach 
‘ them without divine aid, the love 
‘of God in the heart. Thou 
‘ canft in thy love teach me to be- 
‘hold, in that, which1 once looked 
‘upon asmy greatelt enemy, my 
‘ real friend appointed to conduc 
‘me tothe manfions above, which 


| * our dear Lord hath prepared that 
| * we might be with him and fee his 


And | 


‘glory. If heaven above was a- 


'* like changeable as this world, 


‘ inordi inately on worldiy objests, | 


‘Ido here, from the bottom of 

“my heart renousce them —I call 

‘heaven and earth to record this 

‘ day that I do here folemnly en- 

‘alow ro in the negleA of 
VoL, I. No. 


* furely we fhould not groan to be 
‘unclothed with this mortal—it 
‘is to put on immortality.—When 
‘athoufand years are paft, eter- 


nity is judt begun.—We fhall fing 
| * the fone of Mofes and the Lamb. 


‘ gage myfelf to thee.—I1 will not | 


‘The ‘day of judgment carrics 
‘fomething awful nits reprefens- 
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* ation.—The laft trump that calls 
« the world to judgment is a grand 
‘and harmonizing found, folemn 
‘ and fublime is the vifion record- 
“ed Rev. xx. 12,13. Andl faw 
‘ the dead {mall and great ftand be- 
‘fore God and the books were 
“opened, &c. And the fea gave 
* up the dead which were in it, and 
‘ death and hell delivered up the 
‘dead which were in them. I 
“feem to feethe fcattered bones, 
‘ which have been fo long fepara- 
“ted, perhaps, into diftant king- 
‘doms and every member take 
‘their place —This muft be the 
‘effect of infinite power.—lIt is 
‘marvellous in our eyes.—The 
* world will vanith like a fcrollin 
‘the twinkling of an eye.—The 
* dead both fmail and great, what 
‘vaft numbers, muft appear be- 
‘ fore their judge, and every mouth 
‘will be ftepped ! They who 
* have not walked in the commands 
‘ of the Lord hereto the left hand. 
‘To the left hand of your judge 
‘ with a loud amen will reiterated- 
‘ly vibrate from every tongue.— 
‘ Doomed to the gulph of black 
* defpair.—O, couldtheynow con- 
‘ ceive the horror their agonizing 
* confciences will then be in, fure- 
‘ ly they muft wifh and long earn- 
‘ eltly to be freed from that infer- 
* nal den—where devils dwell to 
© be tormented forever, where the 
* worm dieth not and the fire is 
“not quenched—where there is 
* weeping and wailing and gnafh. 
‘ing of teeth forever.—But on 
‘the right hand what rapturous 
* praife—their mufic how divine ! 
‘ like Gabriel they tune their gol- 
* den harps, and touch every chord 
‘with divine harmony. Hark ! 
6 the melodious found, Alleluiah ! 
€ Alleluiah ! "Che Lord God Om- 
* nipotent reigneth ! Rejoice, O 
‘my foul, in the profpeé&t of this 
* happy day-—Amen,” 
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“ Sabbath, O&. 20th, 1793. 
‘ I have this day attended pub. 
‘ lic worfhip, but to what purpofe? 
‘My - were wandering, I did 
‘not ftudioufly avoid the mof 
‘confpicuous place.—Satan took 
‘advantage of my too eafy un. 
‘watchful frame. That time 
‘ which I intended to devote whol. 
‘ly to God (O dreadful to repeat) 
‘ was too much taken up upon fub. 
‘ Junary objects. © My heart till 
* prone to wander! Ah! How 
€ juftly may this fentence be appli- 
‘ed, My houfe fhall be called « 
‘ houfe of prayer, but ye have made 
‘it a den of thieves, have ftolen 
‘the time of divine worfhip to 
‘ beftow it upon earthly objeéts !— 
© The heart is deceitful above all 
‘ things and defperately wicked ! 
‘Why this trial is fent me I 
‘know not But the fcripture 
¢ faith, what [ do thou knowelt not 
© now but thou fhalt know here: 
‘after. Let me, O God, ever 
‘ abide in the promife, and in thy 
* holy word take great delight — 
* How inconfiftently have I aéted ? 
‘ Have not my eyes been amufed 
‘by vanity, and my heart drawn 
‘ off from thee by idle and diftrac- 
‘ted ideas? How often have I re- 
* folved to keep a {tri watch over 
‘ my eyes and heart in the houfe 
* of God, and to let no though 
* be found in my heart which was 
‘ inconfiftent with thy dying admo- 
‘nition : Watch and pray—that 
‘ ye enter not into temptation ! 
* Wednefday 23d. 
‘ Let this day be kept as a fpe- 
‘ cial day of falting and prayer, to 
‘humble myfelf before - Almighty 
* God, for the tranfgreflion of the 
‘Jaft Lord’s day, and for that 
‘ darling fin that doth fo eafily be- 
‘ fet me-—Let my repentance be 
* evangelical and fincere —Let no 
‘ mortal eye intrude upon my Fé 
‘ tirement,and while I abftain from 
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‘ bodily nourifhment, let my foul 
‘ be refrefhed from the well of thy 
‘falvation. O let the blood of 
‘ Chrift, which has bought my 
* peace, cleanfe me alfo from this 
‘and every fin.—It is not fear of 
‘ punifhment that makes me deteft 
‘this fin: But a fight of my black 
‘ingratitude in offending fo good 
‘a God, Creator and Preferver, 
‘in whom I live, move and have 
‘my being, and the affured hopes 
‘of immortality that affords the 
‘cutting reflection. Forgive, O 
‘my Heavenly Father, my _ hein- 
‘ ous tranfgreflion.-- This cup which 
‘ I drink is the correétion of a fath- 
‘ er’s rod.— Let me fubmit without 
‘ repining.—I grieve that I can 
‘live no more to God. Where 
‘fhall I find language to exprefs 
* thy unbounded love to fuch a pol- 
‘luted dying worm as I am ; and 
‘ my wonder in a view of that love. 
‘ What amazing condefcenfion to 
‘ fend thy dearly beloved Son into 
‘ our world to redeem a loft un- 
‘ grateful wretch. O let that grace 
‘ which has kept me from infamous 
‘puilt, keep me alfo from thofe 
‘fecret fins of the heart, which, 
‘ though hid from the eye of fhort- 
‘fighted mortals, are yet open to 
‘thee, and render my belt duties 
‘equally odious and deteftable in 
‘ the fight of Heaven. —May this 
‘ day be clofed in thy fear, and 
‘may my fincerity come up as a 
* memorial before thy throne, that 
‘ I may be accepted for Jefus’ fake, 
‘and fandtified thro’ the fpirit of 
‘ truth.—-J/t is a fearful thing to fall 
‘ into the hands of the living God.’? 

At another time fhe makes the 
following refleétions on herfelf, and 
the {tate of things around her. 

** Often with amaze and wonder 
‘ I view myfelf on every fide.—Asa 
‘ follower of the meek and lowly 
‘ Jefus I profefs his holy religion, 
‘1 feel that I profelfs it on the gof- 
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* pel invitation of the dying Sas 
© viour.——My heart is renewed in- 
‘ to the favour and love of the Dei- 
‘ ty.—My paffions are fubdued.— 
‘ My foul pants for no other love, 
‘or to be formed after any other 
‘ likenefs, but that of Jefus my 
‘ guide, my all.—lIt has often oc- 
‘curred to my mind how (in the 
*courfe of divine providence) it 
‘ fhould happen, when there are fo 
‘ many around me travelling Zion- 
‘ ward—have the fame intereft in 
‘ view—rely upon the merits of the 
‘fame Redeemer—profefs to love 
‘and follow the fame Jefus, and 
‘who drink of the fame well of 
‘ falvation, that they fhould, in fo 
‘ many inftances, leave me, as it 
* were, alone, without one friend 
‘ around me; when, ere long, we 
‘ muft meet in the invifible world. 
‘ If this painful circumftance is my 
‘ gain (as I truft it many times, is) 
‘I fhall carry it to the world of 
* Spirits. —My enquiry is, why it 
“has happened, that there is not 
‘one with whom I can, with pru- 
‘dence, converfe, upon the im- 
‘ portance of this holy and divine 
‘ life, from which {prings every 
* good which heaven and earth can 
‘beftow. With ferious contem- 
‘ plation let me view it on all fides, 
‘and fee what God has done. I 
‘ think becaufe my heavenly father 
‘ has called me to the privilege, fo 
* he has enabled me, (O, whiie L 
‘triumph, let me be humbled in 
‘ the duft for fuch a glorious con- 
‘ queft) to look ftedfaftly to him 
‘alone, when I have no earthly 
‘prop, or any one, to whom I 
‘ might apply,and by whofe friend- 
* ly, Chriftian converfation I might 
‘derive comfort, in my darkeft 
‘hours ; I fay to himfelf alone, 
‘the foundation ofall good. My 
‘heart is ready to overflow with 
‘ ingratitudeat the thought. —~What 
© unbounded mercy ! What afton- 





seep 





‘ 
6 
a 
< 
< 
< 
< 


‘ 


188 Charaé&er and experience of Mrs. Naney Bifhop. 


ifhing grace to lead me in thismoft 
excellent way.—If we love a 
friend, we’ with and defire that 
friend to return our love by every 
mark of attention, how gratify- 
ing then is it to the foul to con- 
fider, that the Son of God 
took upon himfelf our infirmities, 
clothed himfelf in humility, took 
upon himfelf the form of a fer- 


‘vant, and was fubjeéted to the 
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death of the crofs, that we might 
live—therefore will I[ glory in 
nothing fave in the crofs of 


Chrift.’”’ 
At another time fhe records as 


follows, “ I have been called this 
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evening to a female prayer-meet- 
ing.—I was called upon, in my 
turn, to {peak to my God—I 
complied.—-O God, I feel lefs 
than the leaft of all thy mercies. 
—How infufficient of myfelf— 
I pray God of his infinite mercy 
accept what has been faid, as in 
the beloved, through the merits 
of his dying love, and the all-fuf- 
ficiency of his atonement, and 
wafh us from all guilt through Je- 
fus Chrift our Lord. 

* May thisevening’s performance 
not be in vain in the Lord— 
But, in truth, this evening’s pray- 
ers and praifes have not edified 
me like an evening of meditation. 
—Therefore, before I attend a- 
gain, I muft be fatisfied that fuch 
things are from the Spirit of the 
Lord—If I alone am in fault, 
Lord fuffer me to call upon thy 
name. Come, Holy Spirit, 
Heavenly Dove, teach me to 
walk in thy commands, ’tis a 
delightful road—my foul pants 
for the direétion of the living 
God ; I fupplicate thee, O God, 
who art able to give, out of thine 
abundance and mercy. Lord, 
accept this fhort ejaculation thro’ 


¢ Jefus Chrift—Amen.”’ 
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The following is in the form of 
a letter to a friend —* You ear. 
‘ neftly folicit, my friend, to know 
‘how we are employing our leif. 
‘ fure evenings. —Our Sabbaths we 
‘fpend as ufual, the evening of 
‘that holy day we fpend, not in 
‘ vifiting from houfe to hovfe, but 
‘in meeting together to read, fing 
‘pfalms and hymns, pray, &c. 
« (all denominations.) Such em: 
‘ ployments cannot fail of pleafing 
‘all who defire an intereft in our 
‘ dear Redeemer.—He has promif. 
‘ed ‘* where two or three are met 
‘together in my name, there I 
‘will be, in the midft of them, 
‘to blefs them.” Surely I have 
‘found it good to be therc—the 
‘laft time we met, every heart 
muft have been melted into love 
to hear the fervour and zeal with 
which a dear youth addreffed 
the Throne of Grace—to hear 
him {peak before the aged fathers 
in Chrift (but God was with 
him of a truth.) He opened his 
mouth, God was able to fill it 
with arguments of praife to his 
great name. ‘To entertain you 
let me repeat, Iam happy I can 
tell you God is with us of a truth, 
he is witnefling himfelf to us, as 
not unto the world. ‘The pray- 
ing lefture we have quarterly, I 
think muft be another call to dil- 
igence and attention, here is an- 
other mean of grace offered for 
our improvement, and woe be to 
us if we do not improve it aright 
—the lines are fallen to usin 
pleafant places : O God, give 
us grace to feel our dependance 
upon the meck and lowly Jefus : 
Give us humility of heart to face 
a frowning world with confidence, 
and with fledfaft aflurance that 
they who endure to the end fhait 
be faved. How comforting the 
news thata Saviour has given !' 
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¢ jife aranfom for all who will ac- 
‘ cept the offered mercy. 

‘ Sabbath evening, Nov. 8, ’93. 
‘ Look gently down almighty grace, 
‘ Prifon me round in thy embrace, 


* Pity the heart that would be thine, 
* And jet thy power my love confine.” 


The fpecial occafion of the fel- 
lowing obfervations is not known, 
but the reader will perceive this 
circumflance of little importance. 

« Affiltme, O my God, to re- 

move the idol from my heart, 
and help me, from this date, 
to give it up without referve.— 
All that I hold moft dear, I re- 
nounce with my own voluntary 
choice, as far as unlawful or im- 
proper to purfue.—What I held 
as a privilege, I give it back to 
thee, to difpofe of all.—I am 
content to be as thou feeft beft ; 
and let me be enabled to fay, the 
Lord hath done it.—Suffer not 
Satan the grand adverfary of 
fouls, to tempt me to a murmur- 
ing thought or word. Yet I 
have reafon to fear a lurking A- 
chaninthe camp of my heart, 
or why doth my heart melt and 
become as water: Aflift me to 
cleanfe my hands and purify my 
heart; that 1 may not be thus 
double-minded, and fuffer me 
not, O Ged, to fall into temp- 
tation, but deliver me from evil, 
and help meto rely ftedfaftly up- 
on Jefus, as the Mediator of the 
new covenant. 
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Kind guardian of the world our heav- 
enly aid, 

‘fo whom the vows of all mankind 

are paid. 


‘ Amen.” 


We fce nothing further from the 
pen of this pious and amiable per- 
fon until February agth, 1796, 
when fhe records the following. 

“ My anniverfary birth-day is 


‘once more returned 3 let me, O 
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‘my foul, pay more than com- 
mon attention to this day as a fpe- 
‘cial day of fafting and prayer. 
¢ Evening.—-How marvellous 
‘is it? When [think of the day 
‘ that is palt.—I had many reafons 
‘to fuppofe, from the weaknefs of 
‘my unbelieving heart, and the 
* temptation without, that I fhould 
be like clouds without water, 
‘ carried about with every wind.— 
‘ But that which was moft fearful 
‘to mé has been removed far out 
of fight, and has not been fuf- 
fered to moleit me, not even in 
the clofe of the day.—It appears 
© by this inftance | have got a lit- 
‘tle more {trength. Who has felt 
the clemency of the Lord more 
than 1? Who has reafon to re- 
‘ joice that the Lord reigneth more 
‘than I? Yes, he has manifefted 
‘ himfelf this day—I again am a 
‘ living witnefs that he is God— 
‘that there is no other God—O 
‘may the remainder of my days 
* be under the influence of that be- 
* licf—may I live, as I profefs to 
© believe, in the conftant exercife 
© of orace.” 
February 15th, 1797. 

“ One year has now rolled away 
‘ fince laft my hand has _ witnefled 
‘for God. Let me again joy that 
‘the Lord is {till the fame. —I 
‘have reafon to blefs his holy 
‘name, and forget none of his 
* benefits —Various and complica- 
* ted have been my trials and temp- 
‘tations fince my laft anniverfary 
‘ birth-day.—Even at this time, I 
‘am ready to fay, no forrow like 
‘unto my forrow, but yet there is 
a pleafing confolation in the ar- 
¢ duous taf, which I find is im- 
‘ pofed upcn me, anda particular 
‘ woe denounced again{t me, if I 
‘9 not forward in this duty.—I 
‘have long fince given myfelf up 
© to the Lord by my own voluntary 
*‘ engagement, to be dilpofed of as 
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‘hethinks beft—And again let 
“me repeat it, not my will but thine 
‘ be done, thy mercies are more in 
‘ number than I canreckon up, the 
* way is made plain before me.” 
March 1ft, 1797. 

* One day more and I am again 
‘ called upon to renew my engage- 
‘ments to thee, by yet ftronger 
* enpagements.— Thou haft in all 
* thy ways led me ina path [ little 
* thought ef.—And now keep me, 
‘O Lord, in the hollow of thy 
* hand.—Suffer me not to idolize 
* the blefling thou art about to be- 
‘ ftow —May I receive it as a pre- 
* cious loan from the Lord, and 
‘whenever he calls, may I be 
‘ willing to leave, or be left, as 
“the Lord in his righteous provi- 
‘ dence fees belt.” 

Having celebrated her marriage 
with the Hon. Judge Bifhop on 
the next day, as has been mention- 
ed, fhe arrived at Richmond on 
the 5th, andon the next day the 
obferves : 

“‘ Yefterday I arrived at the 
‘ place where I am to take up my 
‘ abode for a feafon.—Till death 
‘ diffolves the union ! 

‘ Of what importance it is to 
‘live the religion I protefs before 
‘ this houfehold, and not to catt 
* tumbling blocks in the way of 
* thofe with whom I have promifed 
* to walk by the precepts of the 
* Gofpel. And let me look be- 
¢ yond the gift to the Lord.” 

Having now given the intended 
view of the writings of Mrs. Bifh- 
op we conclude with the obvious 
remarks, that while many real 
Chriltians are exercifed, perhaps a 
great part of their lives, with dif- 
trefling doubts and fears, with ref- 
pect totheir itate, this highly fa. 
vored perfoa foon attained to the 
full affurance of hope, which con- 
tinued through all her trials and 
temptations without wavering to 
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the end.—That this affurance was 
founded on thofe fpecial divine 
communications of love to her foul, 
which, at certain feafons efpecially 
was fo elevated and fublime as well 
nigh to overpower her mortal 
frame ; demonttrating the truth 
of the fcriptues that perfe@ love 
cafleth out fear.—That the degree 
as well as the exiftence of prace in 
the heart, though it fuppofes hu- 
man exertion, is ultimately to be 
refolved into the fovereign pleaf- 
ure of him, whofe prerogative it 
is, as well to confer different de- 
grees of glory on the vefflels of 
mercy, asto make one veflel to 
honor, and another to difhonor : 
And, laftly, that true religion is 
feated in the affections, and _per- 
fons of comparatively {mall attain- 
ments in do¢trinal knowledge may 
in the exercife of faith, love, hu- 
mility and every grace, greatly 
excel other Chriftians of the pro- 
foundeft erudition and deepelt dif- 
cernment in the fcriptures, evin- 
cing that God is able out of the 
mouth of babes and fucklings to per- 


fed praife. 
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GENTLEMEN, 

THE following Memoirs of 
the life of Mrs. Lucy Gaylord 
late confort of Deacon Nehemiah 
Gaylord of Torringford, who 
died, Sept. 3, 1800, in the 74th 
year of her age, are committed to 
your infpection to be publifhed, or 
fupprefled as you think proper. 


RS. Gaylord was daughter 

of Mr. Ichabod Loomis, 
of Windfor, in this ftate. She 
was endowed with a fenfible mind, 
and an amiable difpofition. She 
was very early in life imprefied, 
with an overbearing conviction, 
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that the was an ill-deferving crea- 
ture ; and was hopefully brought, 
about the time fhe was eight years 
old, to a faving knowledge of 
Chrift. She made a public pro- 
fefion of religion about four years 
after. She was a perfon who ever 
fupported her Chriftian profefhon, 
exhibiting through life increafing 
evidence of her attachment to the 
religion of Chrift. The writer of 
thefe memoirs hath been intimately 
acquainted with her for 30 years. 
He does not recollect an inftance 
thro’ all that period, in which fhe 
appeared to be equally entertained 
on any fubjeé& of converfation, or 
enquiry, whatever, as on the fub- 
ject of religion. 

It was no uncommon thing with 


manifeft a degree of inattention, or 
uneafinefs, while other concerns 
engroffed the principal attention of 
thofe who were prefent. 
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her, in whatever company, to | 


For ma- . 


ny years before her death, fhe ap- | 


peared to poffefs a very ftrong af- 
furance of her intereft in the prom- 
ifes. 


not of punifhment. Fer about 


She was afraid of fin, but | 


191 
the expreffed herfelf to one pref- 


ent, inthe following manner. “ I 
want now to go. I do not with 
ever to return to my room any 
more. It would greatly gratify 
me, if I might now be called for. 
If I might die here, and go from 
this place to my father’s houfe in 
glory.” In the courfe of her con- 
finement, fhe was repeatedly fup- 
pofed to be near the end of life} 
and her family, and friends called 
together, to be prefent at her death. 
At fuch feafons, the was wont to 
poffefs peculiar compofure, and 
confidence, and to improve the 
little ftrength fhe had, in bearing 


| decided teftimony in favour of 


Chrift, and in recommending him, 
and his religion to all around her. 

Ata certain time viewing death 
as near fhe adverted to thofe lines, 
“Tho I fhould walk thro death’s 
dark fhade, my fhepherd’s with 
me there.”? On its being obferv- 
ed, that God no doubt would car- 


_ ry her fafely through, fhe replied, 
1 O yes! He will—I know he 


{ 
j 


two years fince, her bodily cem- | 


plaints were fuch as deprived her | 


of the privilege of attending the 
ftated worfhip, and ordinances of 
God, with his people. Through 


| 


will. He is faithful. Though I 
pafs through the valley of the thad- 
ow of death, I fhall fear no evil. 
God’s friends have been my 


: friends in this world, and he will 


| 


| enemies. 


all this period, fhe was never | 


known to manifeft the leaft unea- 
finefs with the difpofals of provi- 
dence. Often exprefling herfelf to 
this purpofe, “ That fhe was con- 
tented, as it was evidently God’s 
pleafure, for wife ends, to deprive 
her of the privilege.”” Once how- 
ever, about three months before her 
death, being more comfortable 
than ufual, fhe attended through 
the whole religious exercifes of the 
forenoon ; and joined with her 
Chriftian friends in commemora- 
ting the death of Chrift. After 
it was over, ftill keeping her place, 





not caft me off at laft, among his 
No! I thall join the 
happy company—fhall be welcome 
to the happy manfions in my fa- 
ther’s houfe, and fhall have a long 


eternity in which to praife him, but ° 


it will not be too long.” It being 
noticed that her fpeech failed her, 
fhe anfwered with a {mile, “* Yes! 
my redemption draws nigh! I 
am ready to go : but am willing to 
wait as long as God has any thing 
for me to do, or to fuffer. Thy 
will bedone!—Thy will be done!”’ 

She after this revived, and for a 


feafon was more comfortable. Is. 


was ufual with her, on over licar- 
ing fome enquiry refpeCinga watch- 
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er, to obferve,- “ She faould not | 
need any—ihat fhe never was | 
without one. ‘fhe watchman of | 
Ifrael who never flumbers or fleeps, 
is conftantly with me. I fhall | 
need no other.”? Some weeks be- | 
tore her death, being vifited by | 
fome Chriftian acquaintance, in 

the courfe of the converfation, the | | 
expreffed herfelf as follows—* I 

want that God in difpofing events | 
as to me, would regard his own | 
glory. If God is glorified, I want | 
no more. I fear no hell, unlefs | 
it be a feparation from God ; and | 
I do not believe he will ever fuffer | 
this. If God be with me, I can- | 
not be miferable, there can be no | 
hell where he gracioufly is.” A} 
httle more than a week before her | 
death, fhe defired that the confer- | 


ence might be at her houfe. After 
prayer, “and finging, the obferved, 
“I hope you will all of you fing 
haliclujah with me hereafter, in 
heaven.” On the queftion being 
afked her, whether fhe depended 
on going there, as much as on dy- 
ing ? Her reply was, “ Yes; juft 
as much. Why God took me 
when I was a child. and I made | 
a covenant with Chrift—I chofe | 
him for my friend, and Saviour— | 
and | have always found him faith. | 
ful. Not one of all his promifes 

hath ever failed. He has told me 

1 never fhall be afhamed, or con- 

founded, and I cantruft him. 1! 
can teftify for him. ‘This is the 

God 1 love.—I can recommend | 
him to you all.” 

“he queftion was afked her, how 
fhe accounted for it, that God 
fhould fo diftinguith ber with his fa- 
vour? She anfwered to this purpofe, | 
“not on account of any worthi- | 
nicfs of mine. 1 was the meanelt, 


riamc’s fake.” 
ing aiked, whether her love to 


God might pot originate from an 
apprehenfion, that he had refpeé& 
to her, and meant to make her 
happy ? She anfwered, Alas, L 
am a poor finful creature, it is no 
matter, what becomes of me. If 
God can be glorified in me, that 
is all my defire.” 

In the afternoon before her 
| death, fhe improved the intervals, 
when her weaknefs and dittrefs 
would admit, to converfe on the 
folemnities of eternity. She faid 
the nearer fhe advanced toward it, 
the more real itappeared. On be- 
ing afked whether there was cer- 
tainly a future {tate of rewards and 
punifkments, as the {criptures re- 
prefented? She expreffed herfelf 
with unufual engagednefs, * There 
is, there certainly is an eternal {tate 


of happinefs and mifery. I fhall 


| foon be in a ftate of perfect happi- 


nefs, O praife, free grace.” On 


| being afked if fhe did not feel for 


poor finners, fhe replied, * O yes! 


| But they are in the hands of God, 


and I can leave themthere. ldo 
not defire that any of them fhould 
be admitted into heaven, unlefs 
their hearts are changed. I do 
not wifh any child of mine fhould 
be faved, unlefs they will fubmit 


to God, and tove Chrift. It would 


{fpoil heaven for all holy beings.” 
She was afked, but are you not at 
alt afraid to die? Her anfwer was, 

‘No! no! not in the leaf. I 
can trult my God, for he never fail- 
ed me, he never will.”” ‘The Min- 


ifter was providentially abfent, 


when fhe died. She obferved, 
fhe wifhed to fee him. She was 
afked whether fhe had any thing 
new to fay to him? Her anfwer 
was, ** She wanted to fee him, to 


encourage him in his great work. 
the vilelt, the moit unworthy of | 
finners; but wholly for his own | 


| 
On the queflion be- | 
| 
| 


She was queltioned, whether fhe 


withed | him to preach anynew doc- 
trine? She rep! lied, ** No, I want 


i to bear mv «ving tefimony, to the 
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truths, which I have been accuf- 
tomed to hear. She then fell into 
a lethargic ftate, apparently infen- 
fible and fo continued, ’till all to- 
kens of life difappeared. 


“ The fweet remembrance of the juft, 
Shall flourifh while they fleep in duft.” 


Torringford, Oftober 1, 1800. 





Mess’rs- Epitors, 

THE following ftory and 
fragment, which are believed to 
be true, are prefented you, by your 
refpectful friend, 

PHILOTA. 


The life and death of two Siflers 
contrafted ; a real fad. 


ARTA and Theodociawere 

the daughters of a gentle- 

man in eafy c:rcumftances, who 
lived in a populous town. He 
took great pains in their education, 
aid they were early taught moft of 
the polite accomplifhments, and to 
behave well in company. Maria 
was fond of reading, but there was 
not proper attention paid to fee 
that fhe read books that would tend 
to improve her mind in virtue. 
Novels were her delight, het im- 
agination was naturally romantic, 
and fuch reading tended to heigh- 
ten the fault. She was atthe age 
of 15 introduced into company, 
and being eafy and accomplifhed in 
her manners was much careffed. 
Theodocia was two years younger 
than her filter. She commonly 
{pent half of her time with a pi- 
ous aust in the country, who en- 
deavored to inftil into her mind 
the principles of religion. She 
told her that all her outward ac- 
complifhments would never pre- 
pare her for heaven ; that though 
me might appear agreeable to the 
World, her heart was naturally op- 
roled to holinefs ; and that unlefs 
Vou. I. No. 5. 
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fhe repented, and prayed God to 
change it, fhe muft fink down to 
endlefs mifery. ‘Theodocia at times 
appeared to be very thoughtful, and 
would beg her aunt to pray for her. 
She feemed to have a fenfe of her 
finfulnefs, but on her return to her 
father’s, the {coffs of her filter and 
gay companions wore off her fe- 
rioufnels. ‘Thus it continued un- 
til Maria was 18, when fhe mar- 
ricd a young gentleman of infinu- 
ating manners, eafy addrefs, and 
affluent fortune, but quite a profli- 
gate character. She had formed 
her ideas of happinefs from the 
books fhe read, and now thought 
all her withes were gratified. The- 
odocia, on the marriage of her 
filter, went to refide with her aunt, 
who had been for fome months in 
a decline, and was then unable to 
leave her bed. When the faw 
Theodocia, fhe ftretched out her 
arms to embrace her, and with 
tears faid, “ Oh my child, that I 
could die with a hope of meeting 
you in heaven ; how it would {weet- 
en my laft hours ?” Thefe words 
{truck Theodocia to the heart, for 
fhe had been mingling in the diffi- 
pation occafioned by herfilter’s wed- 
ding, and all ferious thoughts had 
for a time been obliterated from her 
mind. The feeling with which 
her aunt {poke thefe words, impref- 
fed her deeply, and her former 
thoughtfulnefs returned. She was 
in great diltrefs of mind, fhe won- 
dered at her ftupidity and faid 
* there was no hope for her who 
had fo many times quenched the 
Spirit of God.” Her auat, tho’ 
fhe felt for her diftrefs, was_ re- 
joiced to fee her anxiety. She 
would often call her to the bedfide, 
and pray for her, with fuch earn- 


 eftnefs as affefted all around them, 


and before fhe died, had the con- 
folation of feeing her niece rejoice 
in the perfections of God, and 
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join wich her in praifing the Re- 
deemer. 

After the death of her aunt, the 
returned to her father’s, but her 
conduét was not pleafing to her 
friends, and they were forry that 
her aunt’s death had made her fo 
gloomy. Theodocia affured them 
that fhe was not gloomy, and that 
fhe never ’till of late, knew what 
happinefs was. Her filter invited 
her to fpend a feafon in her gay 
family, intending to laugh her out 
of her ferioufnefs ; fhe accepted 
the invitation, and there was a 
large company invited to {pend the 
frit afternoon with her. They 
were defired +o avoid all ferious 
converfation with her, even if fhe 
withed it ; but in the midft of their 
mirth, Maria was fuddenly taken 
ill. Theodocia helped her leave 
the room, and the company foon 


difperfed. She hada very diftref- 
fed night, and in the morning med- 


ical aid was called, which pronoun- 
ced her diforder a pleurify. Her 
mind was moft of the time derang- 
ed, but in intervals of reafon fhe 
would fhriek out, ** where am I 
going ! Oh, that I was Theodo- 
cia.” She would catch hold of 
her and fay, ‘‘ pray, pray for me, 
fitter, Iam going to mifery,” and 
her words would then be unintelli- 
gible. Theodocia kneeled by her 
bed,and begged God to have mer- 
cy on her foul,and told her to look 
unto the Saviour ; butthe wretch- 
ed Maria faid there was no mercy 
in ftore for der. Thus fhe con- 
tinued three days, and then died in 
the arms of Theodocia. It was 
bitter to part with her thus ; but 
fhe acquiefced in the will of the 
Lord, who fitteth on the throne 
doing afl things right. After the 
death of her fifter fhe returned 
home, and continued with her fa- 
ther about two years, when fhe 


was married to a gentleman of re- | 
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ligious charaéter, who was ftruck 
with her piety. She continued an 


ornament to the religion of Jefus 
for a number of years, and her 
children were taught to know and 
fear the Lord, and her Chriftian 
friends were delighted in her com- 
pany. At the age of 42 her con. 
ftitution began to decline and it was 
foon perceived that fhe was in a 
confumption. Her friends were 
diftreffled at the thought, but the 
fmilingly faid, * it is the Lord let 
him do what feemeth him good.” 
During the firft ftages of her 
diforder, fhe appeared perfectly 
tranquil and ferene ; and as her 
diffolution approached, her mind 
feemed to be carried above all 
earthly things. She was tranf- 
ported at the thoughts of death, 
and would frequently exclaim, 
“Come Lord Jefus, come quick: 
ly.” Her countenance brighten- 
ed at the approach of thofe whom 
the fuppofed to be Chriftians, and 
the would fay, * O help me praife 
the Lord ! how glorious 1s his 
charaéter ! eternity will be filled 
with his praifes, O joyful thought!” 
On a certain time, as her young 
childern gathered by her bed, af- 
ter looking round on them, witha 
{mile of ineffable pleafure, tears 
at the fame time rolling from her 
eyes, fhe faid, “ Sweeteft babes, 
how hard for a mother to part with 
thefe, but I think God hath ena- 
bled me to triumph ! Sweet babes, 
may God blefs and preferve you in 
this evil world ! Farewel my dear- 
eft ! The ferenity, and fweet inlet 
of peace to my own mind, that I 
have felt in praying for you, l 
think aflures me, that I fhall at 
leaft meet fome of you in heaven.” 
She continued in ecftacies for fev- 
eral days, her joys of mind were fo 
creat, that fhe almoft forgot her 
pains of body. At length her 
triumphant fpirit broke from its fee- 
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ble manfion and it is hoped afcen- 
ded to glory. 

Thus ended the lives of thefe 
fitters. Maria living with her fa- 
ther, had no opportunity for gain- 
ing religious in{ftruction, (on the 
contrary fhe was taught to defpife 
it) and was left to go on in folly to 
the laft, whilft the pious endeav- 
ors of her aunt, were bleft as the 
means of awakening Theodocia to 
a fenfe of her duty, and finally of 
bringing hertoa happy end. All 
parents and inftructors of youth 
ought to take warning by this, to 
bring up their children in the nur- 
ture and admonition of the Lord. 
It is true that parents cannot give 
grace unto their offspring, but 
when they do their duty God rare- 
ly fails to blefs them. 


A FRAGMENT. 

HAVE made a fine fpecula- 

tion to day faid Mifander to 
his wife as they fat down to dine. 
I have greatly increafed our family 
convenience ; What a good thing 
it isto have power in one’s hands. 
Poor neighbor Lucon, I can’t 
help but pity him for he has com- 
pletely put himfelf into my hands, 
and Lintend within three months 
to have the deeds of all his proper- 
ty ; butit is good enough for him, 
he has always been whining and 
canting about religion, and ma- 
king my confcience accufe me, but 
with all his piety, he has not been 
able to keep his property, and 1’il 
make. the moft of it. Alas ! 
poor Mifander, little, little didft 
thou know that the fentence had 
gone forth, ** Thou fool! This 
night fhall thy foul be required at 
thy hands, whofe then fhall thy 
neighbor’s property be?” Mifan- 
der ate heartily, rofe from the ta- 
ble, and went toa lawyer to draw 
the attachments for his neighbor. 
He came home exulting in the 


« 
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thoughts of family convenience, 
drew a chair and fat down by the 
fire, and withan eafy {mile faid 
I have managed them. His wife 
left the room for a few minutes, 
and when fhereturned, found her 
hufband a breathlefs corpfe on the 
floor ; a fudden fit of the apoplexy 
had fummoned him before his ma- 
ker, there to give an account of 
his intentions te his neighbor.— 
As the melancholy tidings {pread, 
numbers were drawn to the houfe, 
and among the reft Lucon, whofe 
fympathizing heart led him to of- 
fer what confolation he could to 
the afflicted family. He placed 
the folds and pins of Mifander’s 
winding fheet, continually faying to 
himfelf, * I hope that God hath 
had mercy on him.”? He then 
retired penfive, and before he fur- 
rendered himfelf to fleep, prayed 
with more fervency than ever be- 
fore, for the widow, children and 
grand-children of Mifander. 


Messrs. EpitTors. 

THE fubftance of the fol- 
lowing obfervations were made at 
an evening meeting, appointed for 
youth, fome years fince: If you 
think them calculated to do good, 
you mayinfert them in your Evan- 
gelical Magazine. 


T is very common for people 

when they come to adult 
years, to look back with regret, 
on the manner in which they fpent 
their youthful days. This caufes 
many painful refleGtions to thofe 
who at a late period of life, are 
bro’t to fome right views of reli- 
gion and eternal things. ‘They 
find to their forrow, that they then 
negleéted their precious opportu- 
nities to gain that knowledge, and 
to attend to that practice which 
they now conceive of -yaft mo- 
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ment. They frequently find that 
they have fpent the prime of life 
in a ufelefs manner ; and wifh, but 
in vain, to recal thofe golden fea- 
fons, which they once enjoyed. 
The readieft method to prevent 
this, is for youth to adopt that 
line of conduét, which others have 
found by theirown experience, and 
which the word of God in partic- 
ular points out, to be the only 
profitable and happy courfe. 
Generally f{pcaking, mankind 
form their character, for life, if 
not for eternity, before they have 
reached the meridian of their days. 
Youth muft certainly be allowed 
to be the beft feafon, for ftoring 
the mind with ufcful knowledge, 
and to Jay a foundaiton for aiter 
ufefulnefs and comfort. The im- 
apination is then much more lively ; 
the memory tenacious ; and per- 
fons are far Iefs cumbered with 
thofe cares and with that bufinefs, 
which crowd upon them when 
they have arrived to riper years. 


Several things are to beattended 


to by young perfons, if they would 
be prepared to do good, and to be 
happy in the fucceeding part of 
their life. 

One thing neccflary, is that de- 
cent and becoming behavior, which 
will render them agreeable to all 
civil people. "his confiftsin treat- 
ing all according to their characters 
and relations in life : Manifefting 
towards every perfon a kind benev- 
olent fpirit; and defpifing that low, 
contracted difpofitien, which dif- 
covers itfelf in too many of our 
youth : Avoiding alfoa haughty 
air and a {cornful temper : Never 
looking with difdain upon fuch, as 
they account their inferiors ; ufing 
no fly, intruding methods to raife 
themfelves in the efteem of oth- 
ers : Always adhering to 
rules of truth and honelly : De- 
meaning themfelyes with diffidence 


the 
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and modetty, at all times and in 
all companies. How many youn, 
perfons, render themfelves the 
proper objects of difpult, by their 
over forwardnefs and felf-import- 
ance ! 

Another thing of fingular im- 
portance, is that they betake them. 
felves diligently and faithfully, to 
fome lawful calling, in early lif. 
Thoufanes are ruined by idleness 
and difipation. The idle lay 
themfelves open to innumerable 
hurtful temptations. The high 
tafte, of many, induces them to 
avoidany laborious bufinefs; hence 
it happens thatthe morals of {3 
many young perfons, of large for- 
tunes, are ruined. Every perfon, 
whether he be old or young, rich 
or poor, fhould purfue with dili- 
gence, fome lawful calling. The 
mind of the indolent, may be 
compared to a rich uncultivated 
foil, which will foon produce a 
large growth of noxious weeds. 

All fuch as are employed, in 
any bufinefs whatever, ought to 
improve their leifure hours in the 
acquifition of ufeful knowledge. 
All have, or. might have, fome 
fpare moments. If the yourg 
would improve theirs, in reading 
ufeful books, as well as the facred 
{criptures, they would treafure up 
an important fund of knowlecge. 
By {pending one or two hours, 
each day, in ftudying fome valus- 
ble hiftory or their bibles, thes 
would gain a flore of very impo: 
tant ideas. 

Through the medium of Goa’s 
word, we Jearn things molt im 
portant and glorious. In this the 
character of God is clearly exhibd- 
ited, and the character of mat 
bro’t into vicw. We find 
what man was in his original crea: 
tion, what he is fince the fall, and 
what he muft be in order to be 
happy. In this facred book, we 


here 


18cec. | 


have a compendious hiftory of 
God’s providential dealings to- 
mards men, for feveral thoufand 
years. In this volume, we have 
alfo a revelation of the leading 


while the world 
In this, eteraity is laid open ; and 
future rewards and punifhments 
are made known. We can read 


no part of this divine book, but ! wifdom and underfltanding.”” 


what 1 s profitable either for doc- 
trine, or initruétion, or reproof, 
or correétion. Here, we find 
our duty to God and man, plain'y 
pointed out.—And what completes 
its worth, ts, it brings into view 


the marvellous work of redemption | 


by Jefus Chrift. Life and im- 
mortality are bro’t to light in the 
gofpel.” “The offices, character 
and work of the Saviour, and the 
way of recovery from the ruins of 
the apoftacy, are publifhed to a 
fallen world. This facred volume 
is, therefore, 
gent attention of old and 
young. No one can read or tludy 
it too much. 
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Another thing, to which peo- | 


ple ought to Ccu {tom themfelves 
in early life, is to think as well as 
read. They fhould fix their 


: ; : 
tho’ts on fome leading maxims, by | 


which they 
they read or 
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preference to ignerance ; 
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mind, 

But above all other things, they 
fhould fhun all kinds of vice and 
error, remember their Creator, and 
learn to fear the great God, in the 
days of their youth. J.et them 
get well efiablifhed, in the belief 
practice, of the 
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the blefled Saviour. ‘This, aed 
out in the life and converfation, will 
add a peculiar luftre to their de- 
How amiable is a fo- 
let him be 
poor or rich, learned or unlearned! 
Wifdom, is well ftiled by Solo- 
mon, the principal thing. And 


| how excellent his advice to young 


people, “ In all thy gettings get 
The religion of Jefus Chrift, 
when embraced and praétifed, will 
prepare you, my young friends, 
to grace the flage of life, when 
your fathers are fleeping in the 
duff. ‘This will qualify you to 
train up families for God; it will 
prepare you for & peaceful and 
comfortable life, and for the fol- 
emn hour of death. It will fit 
you to dwell with Chrift, with 
Angels, and the redeemed, in the 
world of glory forever. 
ETHRO. 
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Religious Intelligence. 


MISS(ONARIES. 


Exirad of a Letter from Mr. Da- 
vid Bacon, Ali iffione ry to the In- 
dians, dated Buf aloe Creek, Sep- 
tember 4, 1 


1Sce . 


HAVE not been unwell 
fince I left Elartford, but 
two or three days; and even then 
I was able to walk feveral miles ia 
aday. I was much fatipued at 
firft, but can now travel 25 miles 


ina day with eafe. 1 found oy- 


| portunities to ride in the whole a- 


bout rso miles. Loth the friends 
and enemies of religion have con- 
dudied towards me as tho they 
were commifhoned to help me. 
When [ arrived at Canand arqua, 
I vifited Captain Chapin, fvperin- 
tendant of Indian affaiss, and re- 
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198 Religtous Intelligence. 


quefted of him a fpeech of intro- 
duction to the Seneca Chiefs in 
BuffaloeCreek in order that might 
get a fpeech from them to the Wef- 
tern tribes. He treated me ina 
very friendly manner, approved of 
the propofal, furnifhed me with a 
{tring of wampum, a lengthy and 
fuitable letter to the chiefs, and 


merchant in this place. 






| 
| 





[Nov. 


ing an interpreter, until I get to 
Detroit, if I fhould go all the way 
round by Jand. 1 am now wait. 
ing fora paflage to Detroit. They 
tell me that the neareft way that 
I can go by Jand is not fhort of 
400 miles ; and by water it is but 
250. ‘Yhere are feveral fail of 


_veffels in this harbour on board of 
another to his brother a worthy | 


I arrived | 


here laft Monday, found Captain | 


Chapin’s brother, the principal Sa- 


chem, and Capt. Johnfon the in- | 


terpreter. 
intro‘uced ; the old Sachem ap- 
proved of the propofal, appeared 
very friendly, and faid that he 
would notify the chiefs to meet the 
next day at 10 o’clock. Six of 
them met at the time appointed, 
and Capt. Johnfon with them. 
"Lhe bufinefs was foon explained 
tothem. ‘They heard with atten- 
tion, made a few pertinent obfer- 
vations, and told me they expect- 
ed to grant my requeft, but that it 
was cuftomary with them to defer 
the matter until the fecond day, 
that they might have an opportuni- 
ty to confult among themfelves. 
They then fhook hands with me, 
very affeGtionately wifhed me the 
blefing of the great Spirit, and 
retired to theircouncil houfe. The 
next day, when they were met as 
they had propofed, their great ora- 
tor, in the midft of a large con- 
courfe of Indians, delivered a 
fpeech to me, and another for me 
to write down, to their weftern 
brethren. They alfo gave me a 
very curious {tring of wampum to 
go with their fpeech. 

‘I am now 400 miles from 
Hartford, in fight of Lake Erie, 
juft at the outlet, and within 24 
miles of the falls of Niagara. 
Capt. Johnfon, who is well ac- 
quainted with the Indians, .fays 


The bufinefs was foon | 





one of which I expeét to embark 
as foon as the wind is favorable. 

** I have had nothing to trouble 
me fince I Jeft home but a hard and 
ungrateful heart, which has been 
like a body of death to me. 
But tho I have been fo cold and 
lifelefs at times, that I have hard- 
ly dared to hope I had any true 
religion ; yet 1 do not recollect 
that I have had the leaft defire to 
turn back, but have felt as though 
I was going home.” 


Extrad of a letter from one of the 
Conneticut Miffionaries. 

«“ SINCE I wrote you laft, the 
face of things has appeared quite 
different to me. The four firft 
weeks of my mifhon, I met with 
many ferious people and found, in 
feveral places, great attention to re- 
ligion. Since that time, I have 
been travelling through apart of the 
country where the name of God 
is fcarcely ever mentioned except 
by way of profanity. The Sab- 
bath is almoft wholly forgotten, or 
at leaft wnobferved in any other 
way than in hunting, viliting and 
horfe-racing. Many children from 
ten to twelve and fourteen years 
old have no knowledge of their 
Creator. It is aftomifhing to be- 
hold fuch ignorance and profanity. 
It often calls to my mind the fitua- 
tion of juft Lot, while in Sodom, 
whofe righteous foul was vexed 
from day to day with their unlaw- 
ful deeds. But I comfort myfelf 
with this, God is able to fubdue 


there is no probability of my find-| the proud and ftubborn heart ; 
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therefore it becomes the fervants 
of the Moft High to obey the di- 
vine command, Warn the people, 
whether they will hear or forbear. 

“«« The people generally affemble 
for public worfhip, at the time ap- 
pointed, notwith{tanding they re- 
gard not the word. Curiofity, or 
the over-ruling hand of God cau- 
fes them to meet to hear the preach- 
ing of the gofpel ; and many of 
them retire with their eyes bedew- 
ed with tears. It is inthe power 
of God to foften the heart, and it 
appears as though he had, in feve- 
ral inftances, manifefted his pow- 
er, but what the confequence will 
be, he only knows. 

“ The Lord, I truft is about to 
caufeachange in the manners of 
many of the people in this country. 
Tho’ anindifference to religion pre- 
vails in fome places, particularly 
where I now am ; it is not generally 
fo, thro’ the country, that is, there 
are many places in which a refor- 
mation is already begun, and I hope 
it will foon {pread and become uni- 
verfal ; when the knowledge of the 
Lord fhall cover the whole earth 
as the waters do the fea.” 


SINCE the publication of our 
laft number, the Rev. David Hun- 
tington has entered ona mifhion 
to the new fettlements in the north- 


ern parts of Vermont, and the weft 
fide of Lake Champlain. 


THE Rev. William Storrs late- 
ly returned from a mifhion to Ver- 
mont. He fpent thirteen weeks 
on his miffion ; was generally re- 
ceived with kindnefs, and the peo- 
ple exprefled a high fenfe of obli- 
gation to their brethren in Con- 
necticut for fending Miflionaries 
among them. In feveral towns, 
Mr. Storrs found a morethan com- 
mon attention to religion, and in 











fome a pretty general awakening. 
The friends of religion have great | 
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encouragement to continue their 
prayers and their exertions for the 
profperity of Zion. 


ORDINATION. 


On Wednefday Sept. 24, 180c, 
the Rev. Fofeph Rowell was or- 
dained over the Church of Chrift 
in Cornifh, New-Hampfhire. The 
Rey. Ethan Smith made the intro- 
ductory prayer ; the Rev. Waiter 
Harris preached the fermon from 
Titus i. 7, 8. the Rev. J/aiab 
Potter made the ordaining prayer ; 
the Rev. Facob Haven gave the 
charge ; the Rev. Abyah Wynes, 
gave the right hand of Fellowship ; 
and the Rev. Siloam Short, made 
the concluding prayer. ‘The exer- 
cifes were performed in a peculiarly 
impreflive and folemn manner. 








POETRY. 
COMMUNICATED AS ORIGINAL, 


Prayer for Repentance and cleanfirg by the 
blood of Fefuse 


” A. raighty God, before thy throne, 
We humbly bow with penitential fighs ; 
Laden with guilt we deeply groan ; 
O fee our grief, and hear our mournful 
cries ! 
We'll own thy love, & tell thy pow’r, 
And all thy grace in fongs adere. 


2. Renew thefe guilty hearts of ours, 
And cleanfe us in the fin-atoning flood ! 
Pour down thy grace in plenteous 
fhowers, 
Forgive us through the Saviour’s fiow- 
ing blood ! 
We'll own thy love, & tell thy pow’r 
And all thy grace in fongs adore. 


3- Bleft Jefus, feeour mourning grief, 
And keep us in a penitential frame ; 
To all our forrows give relief, 
And form our tongues to fhout thy 
glorious name ! 
We'llown thy love, & tell thy pow’s 
And all thy grace in fongs adore. 
PHILOVA. 
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Evening Devotion. 
S linea os the earth iswrapt 
I. ° 
i in fhade, 
The weary world feek fleep’s recruit- 
ing aid, 
Piercing the fhades, high to the throne 
of grace, 
Afcend my foul and feck thy maker’s 
face. 


2. Jefus invites and I with joy obey, 
And try my {ceble voice to praife and 


pray, 

Whilft the bleft fpirit, purchas’d with 
his blood, 

Aids my weak powersto feek the fa- 
ther, God. 


3. My foul begins, where heaven's cre- 
ating will, 

Firt form’d her powers, and fhap’d 
with wondrous fkiil, 

This mortal body, view, the curious 
frame ! 

Through which fhe knows the Author, 
learns his name ; 


an cares 

Through helplefs infancy and riper 
years, 

How hefecur’d where midnight arrows 
flew 

And peflilential winds their poifon 


blew ; 


5. Guided my feet where dangers 
ftrew'd the way, 

And eager death was arm’d to feize 
the prey, 

Held in the hollow of his gracious 


hand 

Pm ftill preferved, and fill before him 
fland. 

6. Thy providential grace, parent of 
good, 

Hath every day profufely round me 
flow’ d, 


I from thy bounty richly have been fed, 
And this frail body from thy veftry 
clad. 


9. Still richer bieflings! O my fou! 
adore, 

That grace which opens heaven's ctcr- 
nal door 
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To Adam’s guilty race, the call divine 
Hath reach’d thine ears; its proffers 
ftill are thine. 


8. But O with fhame the black review 
I trace, 

Of injured favors and abufed grace ; 

What bafe returns what black ingrat- 
itude, 

To thofe endearing mames, a Father, 
God. 


9. Let holy grief feize and poffefs my 


foul, , 
And waves of pious forrow through me 
roll, 


Nor ceafe to flow untilby grace divinc, 
Each ftain is cleans’d and every part 
refin’d. 


10. Dear Saviour, bind me with the 
cords of love. 

May ! no more from heav'nly paftures 
rove, 

Guide my unikilful feet, nor Ict me 
tread 


i b J 
Where fatal {nares are by the tempter 
4 Then gratcfully reviews his guardi- | 


Spread. 


tr. This faithlefs heart, to deep back- 
flidinys prone, 

Implores thy prefence, here ercct thy 
throne, 


| Here reign fupreme, beat every rival 


down, 
And from thy throne each meaner 
paflion frown. 


12. Kindle the fire of facred love 
within, 

Whofe flame fhall fcorch the bafe u- 
furper fin, 

Whilft by its heav’nly glow my foul is 
warm’d, 

From earthly chills to heavenly heat 
tran:form’d. 


13. Then fhall fhe rife and found thy 
praifes high, - 

And join th’ exalted chorus of the tky, 

Nor think the time too long this dcbt 


to pay, 
To love eternal, thro’ eternal day. 


FIDELIS. 
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